
On January 16, 1895, almost two years 
to the day after the Overthrow, Queen 
Liliÿuokalani was arrested after a 
failed attempt by Hawaiian royalists to 
restore her to her throne.  In exchange 
for the lives of the Royalists, the Queen 
was forced to sign a document of 
abdication relinquishing all her future 
claims to the throne. At her trial, the 
Queen denied having any knowledge 
of the Royalists’ actions.  Nonetheless 
she was convicted and imprisoned for 
eight months in the upstairs bedroom 
of ÿIolani Palace. 

 “It was the duty of  the guards to 
search whatever was sent to me  
before it was delivered into my  
hands. . . I used to find great comfort 
in the bits of newspaper that were 
wrapped around my bouquets  
which were brought to me from my 
own garden at Uluhaimalama. . . 
Flowers from home I unwrapped 
myself, so as to be sure to save  
these bits of news which I sought  
opportunity at intervals to read.”

Queen Lili‘uokalani, on her 
imprisonment in ‘Iolani Palace

Hawai‘i’s Story  
by Hawai‘i’s Queen  p. 290 & 291
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The Hawaii Pono‘ï Coalition is an apolitical and non-partisan consortium of Hawaiian-serving
organizations founded in 2007 to educate those who live in and visit the islands about Hawaiʻi’s
true history, the Native Hawaiian people, and the culture that makes Hawaiʻi a very special place.
The group’s formation happened during a time of many challenges to Hawaiian rights, and the growing 
awareness among Hawaiians that it is critically important that Hawai‘i’s Native history be told by
Hawaiians.

The Coalition takes its name from the title of the Hawaiʻi National Anthem written by King Kalākaua in 
1874. Literally translated, “Hawai‘i’s Own,” Hawaiʻi Ponoʻī connects us to the history of the islands and 
the heritage of its Native people, a heritage that enriches us all.

Participation in the coalition is open to any group or individual that supports Native Hawaiian rights. 
Founding members include many of the groups that are listed below.

Since its founding, the Coalition has presented several events to educate residents and visitors. The
Coalition’s signature events are the annual ‘Onipa‘a celebration honoring Queen Lili‘uokalani as a
leader of peace and justice, and the drama trilogy: Mai Poina: The Overthrow, The Annexation Debate
and The Trial of a Queen, all written by Victoria Kneubuhl. 

Mai Poina: The Overthrow is performed annually in September, in conjunction with the Onipa‘a celebration. 
The live history performance is a walking tour that emphasizes little known perspectives of Native
Hawaiians and others, such as Japanese, Chinese and European immigrants, who were negatively
impacted by the overthrow of the Hawaiian Monarchy and other subsequent unlawful actions.

All three dramas are funded by sponsors, including some HPC member organizations, and
performed free-of-charge for the public. Keepsake viewer’s guides are provided, and discussions with 
Native Hawaiian scholars follow each performance. Performances of all three dramas have consistently 
drawn more than the optimal capacity.  In 2014, more than 950 people attended 16 performances of
Mai Poina: The Overthrow over 4 nights, many of whom stayed after the tour to discuss the facts of the 
overthrow with a group of Native Hawaiian scholars.
 
The Coalition’s events are dependent upon financial and in-kind support from its member organizations 
and grants from public and private sponsors, so donations to continue this educational work are gratefully 
appreciated. Please visit www.hawaiiponoi.info to learn more about the Coalition and to make a con-
tribution.  Mahalo nui loa!

Alu Like, Inc. • Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs • Department of Hawaiian Home Lands • Friends 
of ‘Iolani Palace • ‘Ilio‘ulaokalani • Kamehameha Schools • PA‘I Foundation • King William Charles 
Lunalilo Trust • Native Hawaiian Bar Association • Queen Emma Foundation • Native Hawaiian Legal 
Corp • Office of Hawaiian Affairs • Queen Lili‘uokalani Trust and Learning Center •  UH Kamaka-
kūokalani Center for Hawaiian Studies
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Mai Poina: The Trial of a Queen
A living history performance written by 

Playwright Victoria Nalani Kneubuhl from the actual 1895 trial transcripts

PERFORMANCES
Kamehameha V Judiciary History Center

February 18, VIP Reception and Performance, 6:00 p.m.

        February 20, 7:00 p.m.                     February 27, 7:00 p.m.
        February 21, 7:00 p.m.                February 28, 7:00 p.m.
        February 22, 2:00 p.m.       March 1, 2:00 p.m.

The Historical Figures

Cover Art:  “‘ONIPA‘A”  Acrylic, cut paper, mixed media piece on ply 12x16 in. 2007
      From a series of ongoing work entitled Ku‘u ‘Äina Aloha, Beloved Land Beloved Country
     By Meleanna Meyer, reproduced by permission of the artist

The Witnesses:
Charles H. Clark – a Washington Place retainer

Joseph Ka‘auwai – A Washington Place retainer

Sam Nowlein – Former captain in the Queen’s 
Royal Guard, and a current Washington Place 
retainer. He was a commander of the forces who 
attempted to overthrow the Republic; he turns 
state’s evidence.

The Officers of the Tribunal:
William Austin Whiting – A former Attorney
General and a member of the Queen’s cabinet, he 

is the President of the Commission (Military Tribunal)

William A. Kinney – Judge Advocate, he
conducts the prosecution

Paul Neumann – A former Attorney General in 
the Kingdom, he is the Queen’s advocate in court, 
and also defended others accused of treason. He
is Prussian.

The Fictional Characters:
Käpa‘a – A Hawaiian farmer who has journeyed 

on foot from Käne‘ohe to see the trial

Nawai – A Hawaiian newspaperman for
Ka Makaainana, a Hawaiian-language
newspaper

The Defendant:
Lili‘uokalani

Patterson – A haole newspaperman for the
Pacific Commercial Advertiser, an English-
language newspaper

1st Guard and 2nd Guard



behaved so nobly and to be treated like a criminal is not 
a unique thing. But her dignity and wisdom as the events 
unfolded demonstrate that she never saw the treachery of 
the Committee or the disgraceful opportunism of the United 
States as a personal affront. Shortly before she died she 
uttered these words, revealing the depth of character and 
self-examination that anyone who has ever contemplated 
force and violence should possess:

 You must remember never to cease to act because you 
fear you may fail. The way to lose any earthly kingdom 
is to be inflexible, intolerant, and prejudicial. Another 
way is to be too flexible, tolerant of too many wrongs, 
and without judgment at all. It is a razor's edge. It is the 
width of a blade of pili grass.  (Allen, 401)

What strikes me is how tawdry and trivial were the 
aims of the tribunal that tried and convicted Lili‘uokalani 
in 1895. There was never any attempt to dignify her trial 
as an exercise of law. None of her prosecutors felt enough 
shame for what they had done to try and legitimize their 
actions. They tried Lili‘u because they were in a position 
to demonstrate that their kind of power did not require an 
ethical or moral foundation. They could do whatever they 
wished with her, but what they yearned for was nothing 
more than to crush her spirit and make her acknowledge 
that they were her masters. 

The Queen defied them in 1895 as she had in 1893, 
as she would for the rest of her life by demonstrating that 
real power, mana, has little to do with the ability to crush, 
and everything to do with earning respect. More than one 
hundred years later, hundreds of thousands of Känaka 
Maoli regardless of our age, position in life, or political 
leaning revere the Queen for her mana, while the names 
Smith, Wilder, Thurston and Kinney are recited with disdain 
by Känaka, if they are spoken at all.

I wonder if their descendents believe that they got 
the better end of the bargain? Because the United States 
territorialized Hawai‘i, at the desperate urging of the 
republic’s instigators, many of their descendents have lived 
lives of privilege and ease. They are to be pitied if they are 
satisfied with that. From the Queen’s example we Känaka 
know that we are an honorable, brave, and persistent 
people. We have taken the treachery of all the republic’s 
men and made from it a story that honors decency, courage, 
and goodness. The republic did its worst. The Queen did her 
best. That is a story not just for the Hawaiians but for  
all nations.

At two o’clock on the 
afternoon of the 27th of February 
I was again called into court, 
and sentence passed upon me. 
It was the extreme penalty for 
“misprision of treason,”—a fine 
of $5,000, and imprisonment at 
hard labor for five years. I need 
not add that it was never executed, 
and that it was probably no part of 
the intention of the government to 
execute it, except, perhaps, in some 
future contingency. Its sole present 
purpose was to terrorize the native 
people and to humiliate me.  (289)

  Lili‘uokalani, Hawaii’s  
  Story by Hawaii’s Queen,  
  289
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Proponents of annexation forward a new annexation treaty to President McKinley.  
Representatives from Hawaiian patriotic leagues travel to Washington D.C. and present two 
related anti-annexation petitions with a total of 38,000 signatures.  The annexation treaty 
fails.

The Spanish American War begins.  Hawai‘i is seen as an essential acquisition for U.S. 
military purposes.  Annexationists attempt to have Hawai‘i annexed via a joint resolution, a 
form of legislation that affects only internal U.S. matters.  The joint resolution passes with a 
simple majority vote instead of the two-thirds required to pass a treaty.  The U.S. proceeds 
with an annexation ceremony on August 12.  On August 13, the U.S. military occupies 
Hawai‘i to prepare for its engagement in the Philippines.  The Republic of Hawai‘i cedes to 
the U.S. 1.8 million acres of Hawaiian Kingdom government lands and crown lands (lands 
of the ruling monarch).

Queen Lili‘uokalani establishes a third Ali‘i Trust, dedicated to the welfare of orphaned 
children.  In 1911, the trust is amended to direct that her estate be used “for the benefit 
of orphan and destitute children in the Hawaiian islands, the preference to be given to 
Hawaiian children of pure or part aboriginal blood.” 

Affirming a special relationship between the U.S. and Native Hawaiians, the U.S. enacts the 
Hawaiian Homes Commission Act of 1920.  It reserves for Native Hawaiian homesteading 
over 203,500 acres of the ceded Hawaiian Kingdom crown and government lands that were 
deemed unusable for growing sugar.

Hawai‘i becomes a state.  Reaffirming the U.S. trust obligation to Native Hawaiians, the 
U.S. cedes to the State of Hawai‘i 1.4 million acres of Hawaiian Kingdom crown and 
government lands, requiring that it be used for five purposes, including “the betterment of 
the conditions of native Hawaiians.”

Hawaiian leaders organize in the Hawai‘i State Constitutional Convention to have the State 
honor its obligation to use some of its ceded lands revenues to improve the condition of 
Native Hawaiians, ultimately leading to the creation of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs. In 
other provisions, Hawaiian language is adopted as one of the official languages of Hawai‘i, 
the state reaffirms traditional and customary rights and practices and adopts the study of 
Hawaiian culture, history and language as part of the public education curriculum.

The U.S. enacts Public Law 103-150 apologizing for the U.S. role in the overthrow and the 
“suppression of the inherent sovereignty of the Native Hawaiian people.” 

1897
Annexation Treaty
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Bernice Pauahi Bishop, great-granddaughter of Kamehameha I, dies on Oct. 16, 1884. In
her Last Will and Testament, Pauahi establishes the second Ali‘i Trust, leaving her estate to
erect and maintain The Kamehameha Schools for the education of Hawaiian children. The
School for Boys opens its doors in 1887. The School for Girls opens in1894.

Royalist forces loyal to the Queen staged an armed rebellion against the Republic of Hawai‘i in 
January 1895. Outnumbered and out-armed, they were soon defeated. The Republic of Hawai‘i 
took Queen Lili‘uokalani into custody, charged her as a co-conspirator, and tried her before a 
military tribunal in February 1895. Before the trial, she signed a document abdicating her throne 
in return for the commutation of the death sentences and reduction of the prison time imposed 
on her loyal supporters. She was convicted of abetting treason and imprisoned in ‘Iolani Palace 
for eight months.

The Republic of Hawai‘i legislates that English be the medium of instruction in public and
private schools, severely restricting the continuity of Hawaiian as the most common mode of 
communication.

Hawai‘i’s first elected king, William Lunalilo, reigns for one year before his untimely death.  
He establishes the first of the Ali‘i Trusts.  His trust is dedicated to caring for Hawaiian 
elderly.

The U.S. and the Kingdom of Hawai‘i ratify a reciprocity treaty, allowing for duty-free entry 
of Hawai‘i sugar to the U.S.  As a result, the sugar industry enjoys phenomenal profits and 
expands at an exponential rate. Hawai‘i begins to change dramatically as land and water 
resources are increasingly devoted to sugar production.    

Bernice Pauahi Bishop, great-granddaughter of Kamehameha I, dies on Oct. 16, 1884.  In 
her Last Will and Testament, Pauahi establishes the second Ali‘i Trust, leaving her estate to 
erect and maintain The Kamehameha Schools for the education of Hawaiian children.  The 
School for Boys opens its doors in 1887.  The School for Girls opens 1894.

Sugar interests emboldened by their own paramilitary force intimidate the King into signing 
a constitution of their own design.  Though the Bayonet Constitution is never lawfully 
ratified, the sugar interests in the Hawaiian government apply this constitution to limit 
Native Hawaiian voting rights and the powers of the king.  This facilitates the passage of a 
new treaty with the U.S. that offers the U.S. exclusive use of Pearl Harbor in exchange for 
continued duty-free entry of sugar from Hawai‘i to the U.S. 

New U.S. legislation ends the competitive advantages that earlier treaties afforded the 
Hawai‘i sugar industry, dealing the sugar businessmen in Hawai‘i a devastating blow.  They 
start planning for the annexation of Hawai‘i to the U.S. as a permanent solution to ensure 
their continued profits.

Responding to requests from her people, Queen Lili‘uokalani prepares a new constitution to 
restore voting rights to Native Hawaiians and naturalized citizens and to reinstate the former 
authorities of the ruling monarch.

Sugar business interests initiate their plan, orchestrated with U.S. Minister John Stevens, to 
have Hawai‘i annexed to the U.S.  In violation of established Hawaiian-American treaties, 
Stevens orders that U.S. marines land and station themselves adjacent to the main Hawaiian 
government building.  With this shield, the annexationists proclaim that the Hawaiian 
Kingdom is ended and that a Provisional Government is established until annexation with 
the U.S. occurs.  Stevens declares the Provisional Government as the legitimate government.

To avoid armed conflict with the U.S. marines under Stevens’ authority, Lili‘uokalani, under 
protest, conditionally yields her sovereign authority to the U.S. until the U.S. completes an 
investigation of its agents’ involvement and undoes the actions of those agents.

President Cleveland withdraws the annexation treaty from Congress.  U.S. Special 
Commissioner James Blount is sent to Hawai‘i to investigate and finds that U.S. 
representatives were responsible for the overthrow.  President Cleveland refers to the United 
States’ involvement as “an act of war” and requests Congress to support the reinstatement of 
the Hawaiian Kingdom. 

Members of the Provisional Government realize annexation will not occur under President 
Cleveland.  They rename themselves the “Republic of Hawai‘i” and wait for the political 
tide to turn.   

The Republic of Hawai‘i legislates that English be the medium of instruction in public and 
private schools, severely restricting the continuity of Hawaiian as the most common mode of 
communication.
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Polynesians settle Hawai‘i (0-500 AD).  A vibrant, sustainable Hawaiian society evolves 
from its ancestral roots.  Hawaiian fishponds, agricultural systems, complex governing 
mechanisms, featherwork, hula, and a host of other Hawaiian innovations emerge.  
 

British naval Captain James Cook encounters Hawai‘i.  The Native Hawaiian population is 
estimated at the time to be between 400,000 and 800,000.  European and U.S. ships arrive 
following Cook’s “discovery.”  Hawaiians are exposed to foreign diseases and succumb to 
these by the tens of thousands through the next century. 

Kamehameha I politically unifies Hawai‘i, establishing the Hawaiian Kingdom.

American Protestant missionaries arrive.  Western education and commerce assume 
growing importance. 

Kamehameha III, the Council of Chiefs, and key Western advisors collaborate on the first 
constitution, codifying in written form citizens’ rights and establishing a process by which 
Hawaiian Kingdom laws are adopted.   
 

France and Britain issue a joint declaration formally recognizing the Hawaiian Kingdom as 
an independent sovereign nation.  

The Mähele begins to transform the Hawaiian land tenure system to a Western one based 
on private property ownership. Private land ownership paves the way for lucrative sugar 
plantations operated by businessmen of American and European descent.

The U.S. and the Hawaiian Kingdom enter into the Hawaiian-American Treaty of 
Friendship, Commerce, and Navigation of 1849, committing the nations to peaceful 
political and economic interaction.

 
Queen Emma Kaleleonälani and Alexander Liholiho, King Kamehameha IV established 
the Queen’s Hospital to bring “western-style” medicine to help combat diseases that were 
decimating the Hawaiian population.   
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Queen Emma Kaleleonälani and Alexander Liholiho, King Kamehameha IV, established
the Queen’s Hospital to bring “western-style” medicine to help combat diseases that were
decimating the Hawaiian population.

not allow her to be naïve or to retreat from her 
responsibilities to the laws of her government. 
Dole, Thurston, Smith, Kinney—they were all 
traitors not just to her, but to their own government 
and nation. If the Kingdom was based on laws, 
then Lili‘uokalani was required to at least consider 
the proper and lawful punishment for their crimes. 

Similarly when Nowlein, Bertelmann, and 
Wilcox were planning the military action that 
they hoped would restore her to power, it seems 
implausible that she was either ignorant of their 
plans or merely a passive observer, and we mistake 
her position if we insist that ignorance of their 
plans would have been tantamount to innocence. 
If the Queen’s actions have demonstrated nothing 
else, they demonstrate that her nation and her 
government were always her first concern. The 
attempted restoration in 1895 was not about 
restoring her; it was about restoring a real and 
legitimate government. Not only did she have the 
right to resist. She was absolutely obligated as an 
Ali‘i Nui, born to rule, to act for her people and 
allow them to act for her.

But she was also the Sovereign, the fifth since 
Kamehameha III signed the Kingdom into existence 
as a constitutional monarchy, the fifth to preside 
over a multi-ethnic nation that had never invaded 
another country, never torn itself apart in racial 
strife, and had never muzzled nor intimidated 
the press and public criticism. The nation that the 
Queen sought to protect and defend was not just 
the lähui of her Känaka Maoli, but the modern 
and liberal government that her predecessors had 
created and nurtured for their native subjects, 
for the haole and Asian immigrants who had 
taken oaths of allegiance to the crown, and for 
their children and grandchildren who were born 
Hawaiian subjects.

It was for that country that the Queen risked 
her liberty and perhaps her life, and when the 
restoration failed she did not hesitate to abdicate 
her rule to protect the lives of those who had 
been arrested on her behalf. For a leader to have 

It is the autumn of 2013, and the United States 
is once again considering a military intervention 
somewhere in the world. Unlike the post 9-11 
invasions, the contemplated attack on Syria is 
not based on revenge, nor is it based entirely on 
ideology (Korea, Vietnam) or imperial opportunity 
(Hawai‘i, the Philippines, Panama etc). In fact, the 
United States appears to be going through a rare 
public discussion of the uses and misuses of force 
in the life of a nation and its relationships with the 
rest of the world.

It seems a most appropriate time to consider 
how our Queen contemplated the uses and misuses 
of violence in the years that she led our nation 
from her throne until 1893, and from her very 
presence up until the day she died. In a number of 
my essays, I have described her amazing courage 
in January, 1893, when she disarmed her own 
defenders in order to spare their lives and allowed 
the violent treachery of the Committee of Safety 
to be aimed directly and solely at her.  I believe 
it occurred to her that “yielding to the superior 
military force of the United States” opened the 
lähui to an unpredictable array of violences, and 
that she might not again be in a position to prevent 
or even mitigate the oppression of her people. 
So her bravery was not merely a personal and 
physical strength, but a political courage based on 
the calculation that the United States was a better 
country than it turned out to be.

She had no such misperceptions about the 
Committee members nor about the make-believe 
republic they created a year and a half later. 
Indeed, she knew these men well, had observed 
their outrageous, racist arrogance deployed against 
her brother and her nation for a score of years, and 
understood that none of them could ever be trusted 
to live as faithful citizens in the Hawaiian nation 
that had sheltered and enriched them. Was it at all 
surprising that she found it difficult to entertain 
the notion of pardoning the conspirators, even 
when the American representative Albert Willis 
urged her to consider it? The desire for peace did 

Reflections on Mana
The Queen in 1895

By Jonathan Kay 
Kamakawiwo‘ole 
Osorio

Queen Emma and Alexander Liholiho, King Kamehameha IV, established the
Queen’s Hospital to bring “western-style” medicine to help combat diseases that were
decimating the Hawaiian population.



Bernice Pauahi Bishop, great-granddaughter of Kamehameha I, dies on Oct. 16, 1884. In
her Last Will and Testament, Pauahi establishes the second Ali‘i Trust, leaving her estate to
erect and maintain The Kamehameha Schools for the education of Hawaiian children. The
School for Boys opens its doors in 1887. The School for Girls opens in1894.

Royalist forces loyal to the Queen staged an armed rebellion against the Republic of Hawai‘i in 
January 1895. Outnumbered and out-armed, they were soon defeated. The Republic of Hawai‘i 
took Queen Lili‘uokalani into custody, charged her as a co-conspirator, and tried her before a 
military tribunal in February 1895. Before the trial, she signed a document abdicating her throne 
in return for the commutation of the death sentences and reduction of the prison time imposed 
on her loyal supporters. She was convicted of abetting treason and imprisoned in ‘Iolani Palace 
for eight months.

The Republic of Hawai‘i legislates that English be the medium of instruction in public and
private schools, severely restricting the continuity of Hawaiian as the most common mode of 
communication.

Hawai‘i’s first elected king, William Lunalilo, reigns for one year before his untimely death.  
He establishes the first of the Ali‘i Trusts.  His trust is dedicated to caring for Hawaiian 
elderly.

The U.S. and the Kingdom of Hawai‘i ratify a reciprocity treaty, allowing for duty-free entry 
of Hawai‘i sugar to the U.S.  As a result, the sugar industry enjoys phenomenal profits and 
expands at an exponential rate. Hawai‘i begins to change dramatically as land and water 
resources are increasingly devoted to sugar production.    

Bernice Pauahi Bishop, great-granddaughter of Kamehameha I, dies on Oct. 16, 1884.  In 
her Last Will and Testament, Pauahi establishes the second Ali‘i Trust, leaving her estate to 
erect and maintain The Kamehameha Schools for the education of Hawaiian children.  The 
School for Boys opens its doors in 1887.  The School for Girls opens 1894.

Sugar interests emboldened by their own paramilitary force intimidate the King into signing 
a constitution of their own design.  Though the Bayonet Constitution is never lawfully 
ratified, the sugar interests in the Hawaiian government apply this constitution to limit 
Native Hawaiian voting rights and the powers of the king.  This facilitates the passage of a 
new treaty with the U.S. that offers the U.S. exclusive use of Pearl Harbor in exchange for 
continued duty-free entry of sugar from Hawai‘i to the U.S. 

New U.S. legislation ends the competitive advantages that earlier treaties afforded the 
Hawai‘i sugar industry, dealing the sugar businessmen in Hawai‘i a devastating blow.  They 
start planning for the annexation of Hawai‘i to the U.S. as a permanent solution to ensure 
their continued profits.

Responding to requests from her people, Queen Lili‘uokalani prepares a new constitution to 
restore voting rights to Native Hawaiians and naturalized citizens and to reinstate the former 
authorities of the ruling monarch.

Sugar business interests initiate their plan, orchestrated with U.S. Minister John Stevens, to 
have Hawai‘i annexed to the U.S.  In violation of established Hawaiian-American treaties, 
Stevens orders that U.S. marines land and station themselves adjacent to the main Hawaiian 
government building.  With this shield, the annexationists proclaim that the Hawaiian 
Kingdom is ended and that a Provisional Government is established until annexation with 
the U.S. occurs.  Stevens declares the Provisional Government as the legitimate government.

To avoid armed conflict with the U.S. marines under Stevens’ authority, Lili‘uokalani, under 
protest, conditionally yields her sovereign authority to the U.S. until the U.S. completes an 
investigation of its agents’ involvement and undoes the actions of those agents.

President Cleveland withdraws the annexation treaty from Congress.  U.S. Special 
Commissioner James Blount is sent to Hawai‘i to investigate and finds that U.S. 
representatives were responsible for the overthrow.  President Cleveland refers to the United 
States’ involvement as “an act of war” and requests Congress to support the reinstatement of 
the Hawaiian Kingdom. 

Members of the Provisional Government realize annexation will not occur under President 
Cleveland.  They rename themselves the “Republic of Hawai‘i” and wait for the political 
tide to turn.   

The Republic of Hawai‘i legislates that English be the medium of instruction in public and 
private schools, severely restricting the continuity of Hawaiian as the most common mode of 
communication.
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Polynesians settle Hawai‘i (0-500 AD).  A vibrant, sustainable Hawaiian society evolves 
from its ancestral roots.  Hawaiian fishponds, agricultural systems, complex governing 
mechanisms, featherwork, hula, and a host of other Hawaiian innovations emerge.  
 

British naval Captain James Cook encounters Hawai‘i.  The Native Hawaiian population is 
estimated at the time to be between 400,000 and 800,000.  European and U.S. ships arrive 
following Cook’s “discovery.”  Hawaiians are exposed to foreign diseases and succumb to 
these by the tens of thousands through the next century. 

Kamehameha I politically unifies Hawai‘i, establishing the Hawaiian Kingdom.

American Protestant missionaries arrive.  Western education and commerce assume 
growing importance. 

Kamehameha III, the Council of Chiefs, and key Western advisors collaborate on the first 
constitution, codifying in written form citizens’ rights and establishing a process by which 
Hawaiian Kingdom laws are adopted.   
 

France and Britain issue a joint declaration formally recognizing the Hawaiian Kingdom as 
an independent sovereign nation.  

The Mähele begins to transform the Hawaiian land tenure system to a Western one based 
on private property ownership. Private land ownership paves the way for lucrative sugar 
plantations operated by businessmen of American and European descent.

The U.S. and the Hawaiian Kingdom enter into the Hawaiian-American Treaty of 
Friendship, Commerce, and Navigation of 1849, committing the nations to peaceful 
political and economic interaction.

 
Queen Emma Kaleleonälani and Alexander Liholiho, King Kamehameha IV established 
the Queen’s Hospital to bring “western-style” medicine to help combat diseases that were 
decimating the Hawaiian population.   
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Queen Emma Kaleleonälani and Alexander Liholiho, King Kamehameha IV, established
the Queen’s Hospital to bring “western-style” medicine to help combat diseases that were
decimating the Hawaiian population.

Responding to requests from her people, Queen Lili‘uokalani prepares a new constitution to 
restore voting rights to Native Hawaiians and naturalized citizens and to reinstate the former 
authority of the ruling monarch.
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Proponents of annexation forward a new annexation treaty to President McKinley.  
Representatives from Hawaiian patriotic leagues travel to Washington D.C. and present two 
related anti-annexation petitions with a total of 38,000 signatures.  The annexation treaty 
fails.

The Spanish American War begins.  Hawai‘i is seen as an essential acquisition for U.S. 
military purposes.  Annexationists attempt to have Hawai‘i annexed via a joint resolution, a 
form of legislation that affects only internal U.S. matters.  The joint resolution passes with a 
simple majority vote instead of the two-thirds required to pass a treaty.  The U.S. proceeds 
with an annexation ceremony on August 12.  On August 13, the U.S. military occupies 
Hawai‘i to prepare for its engagement in the Philippines.  The Republic of Hawai‘i cedes to 
the U.S. 1.8 million acres of Hawaiian Kingdom government lands and crown lands (lands 
of the ruling monarch).

Queen Lili‘uokalani establishes a third Ali‘i Trust, dedicated to the welfare of orphaned 
children.  In 1911, the trust is amended to direct that her estate be used “for the benefit 
of orphan and destitute children in the Hawaiian islands, the preference to be given to 
Hawaiian children of pure or part aboriginal blood.” 

Affirming a special relationship between the U.S. and Native Hawaiians, the U.S. enacts the 
Hawaiian Homes Commission Act of 1920.  It reserves for Native Hawaiian homesteading 
over 203,500 acres of the ceded Hawaiian Kingdom crown and government lands that were 
deemed unusable for growing sugar.

Hawai‘i becomes a state.  Reaffirming the U.S. trust obligation to Native Hawaiians, the 
U.S. cedes to the State of Hawai‘i 1.4 million acres of Hawaiian Kingdom crown and 
government lands, requiring that it be used for five purposes, including “the betterment of 
the conditions of native Hawaiians.”

Hawaiian leaders organize in the Hawai‘i State Constitutional Convention to have the State 
honor its obligation to use some of its ceded lands revenues to improve the condition of 
Native Hawaiians, ultimately leading to the creation of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs. In 
other provisions, Hawaiian language is adopted as one of the official languages of Hawai‘i, 
the state reaffirms traditional and customary rights and practices and adopts the study of 
Hawaiian culture, history and language as part of the public education curriculum.

The U.S. enacts Public Law 103-150 apologizing for the U.S. role in the overthrow and the 
“suppression of the inherent sovereignty of the Native Hawaiian people.” 
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I keia ao e holo nei. . .

Affirming a special relationship between the U.S. and Native Hawaiians, in July 1921 the U.S. 
enacts the “Hawaiian Homes Commission Act, 1920.” The Act reserves for Native Hawaiian 
homesteading over 203,500 acres of the ceded Hawaiian Kingdom crown and government lands 
that were deemed unusable for growing sugar.

Hawai‘i becomes a state. Reaffirming the U.S. trust obligation to Native Hawaiians, the
U.S. cedes to the State of Hawai‘i 1.4 million acres of Hawaiian Kingdom crown and
government lands, requiring that they be used for five purposes, including “the betterment of
the conditions of native Hawaiians.”

Hawaiian leaders organize in the Hawai‘i State Constitutional Convention to have the State
honor its obligation to use some of its ceded lands revenues to improve the condition of
Native Hawaiians, ultimately leading to the creation of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs. In
other provisions, Hawaiian language is adopted as one of the official languages of Hawai‘i,
and the State reaffirms traditional and customary rights and practices and adopts the study of
Hawaiian culture, history and language as part of the public education curriculum.

d.  Ki‘i Kalaunu—Royal Seal in  
Kaua Kuloko 1895 

Original
O keia kii Kalaunu maluna ae, oia no ke kii o ke 

Kalaunu Alii o ke aupuni Hawaii, i aponoia a i ike ia 
mai e na mana aupuni hoopaa kuikahi i noho hoaloha 
me Hawaii aina no ka hapalua keneturia i hala hope 
ae nei a hiki i ka la 17 o Ianuari, M.H. 1893, ua kapae ia 
aku ia a nalohia malalo o ka hookahuli aupuni i kokua 
ia e kekahi mana aupuni kuwaho, a e ku nei hoi ka 
Repubalika i keia la maluna o Hawaii Aupuni-alii. 

 Aloha nui oe e ke Kalaunu alii o na 
Kamehameha.” (Spencer, 1895, p. 6)

Translation: 
This Crown emblem above, is indeed the royal 

emblem of the Hawaiian kingdom, which was affirmed 
and acknowledged by the treaty-making powers who 
established diplomatic relations with Hawai‘i for the 
previous half century until January 17, 1893, when 
it was discarded and made to disappear under the 
overthrow of the government that was assisted by the 
power of a foreign nation, and which the Republic 
rules today over the royal government of Hawai‘i.

 Much aloha to you, royal seal of the 
Kamehameha family.

Notes: 
Following the “Papa Kuhikuhi” or “Table of 

Contents,” Spencer provides additional evidence of his 
support of the independent monarchical government 
of Hawai‘i, with a page dedicated to the royal seal of 
the Hawaiian Kingdom along with explanatory text in 
which Spencer reminds the reader of the sovereignty 
of the Kingdom of Hawai‘i and the diplomatic 
relations it had established with other nations of 
the world, and the recognition it had received from 
these nations through their treaty-making powers. In 
addition, Spencer also refers to the manner in which 
the sovereign status of the kingdom was discarded 
(“käpae ‘ia), and disappeared (“nalohia”).

e. Mele lähui in Kaua Kuloko 1895

Notes
The Kaua Kuloko 1895 publication includes six 

mele lähui. The first of these is entitled “Ke Aloha Aina 
Paa Mau Loa” and is followed by “Ke Ala Malihini 
Aloehuehu.” In addition, six more mele lähui appear 
at the end of the book. (These last six are especially 
significant as they were not included in the Bishop 
Museum’s 2000 reprint of the book and so have not 
been widely circulated.) This small collection of mele 
lähui, appearing as they do at the beginning and end 
of the book, are a framework for the narrative and 
clearly ground that narrative in aloha ‘äina.  The mele 
were written by the Hawaiian soldiers themselves 
either during the kaua küloko or while imprisoned 
afterwards. Three of the eight are titled in honor of 
aloha ‘äina and all seven of the eight honor the po‘e 
aloha ‘äina in their final lines.

Hawai‘i becomes a state. Reaffirming the U.S. trust obligation to Native Hawaiians, the
U.S. cedes to the State of Hawai‘i 1.4 million acres of Hawaiian Kingdom crown and 
government lands, requiring that they be used for five purposes, including “the betterment of
the conditions of native Hawaiians.”

Hawaiian leaders organize in the Hawai‘i State Constitutional Convention to have the State
honor its obligation to use some of its ceded lands revenues to improve the condition of
Native Hawaiians, ultimately leading to the creation of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs. In
other provisions, Hawaiian language is adopted as one of the official languages of Hawai‘i,
and the State reaffirms traditional and customary rights and practices and adopts the study of 
Hawaiian culture, history and language as part of the public education curriculum.



Mele Lähui: 
E Ka Pueo Kau, Ka Pueo Kia‘i Pö          

By Manu Ka‘iama
   

E ka pueo kau, ka pueo kia‘i pö
He aha ko ka pö, he aha ko ke ao
Eia a‘e ku‘u li‘a, he moe ko ka pö
Hea mai ka leo o ku‘u lani
Eia a‘e nä pua ali‘i, e hele ‘oe, e hele ‘oe e ‘ike
E ‘ike i ke kau mai o ke änuenue e pipi‘o lani nei

E pipi‘i ana ku‘u lani i ka piko pu‘u kau
I ka hikina ka palena i Pälehua
Nä lehua wehe makanoe lihilihi maka këhau
Ku‘upau ku‘u nononoke i ke panepo‘o lua lani
Mäkolukolu ku‘u li‘a i ku‘u lani lele i ka pö io Akua

‘O Ka‘ehuwahanui pa‘a käna kähili
‘O Wahanui pa‘a käna kähili
‘O Hakaleleponi pa‘a käna kähili lani
‘O Makanoe pa‘a kähili hulu ‘ae‘ae, hulu löloa
Papauaho Pauahi ku‘u lani me Kaleleonälani
He ko‘o lani ku‘u lima, ku‘u kuko, ku‘upau ë

‘O ‘oe e Lili‘u ka ‘önohi ‘e‘ena i ka pö
Höpëpë ku‘u na‘au, walania wela lua iä ‘oe
Kö lä ia e hehikü ai i ke panepo‘o
Ua hiki mai, ua ea mai i luna o ka pahu hae
Ka hae kalaunu e kü pono nei
Ä nei ke öla‘i o ka honua
Ä Kahikikü, Kahikimoe ë

Ua ala ku‘u moe iä ‘oe e ka lani
E ka lani kau i ke panepo‘o o ka moku
Eia kö kahua, kö hale ali‘i, kö aupuni
Ua pa‘a ka papa honua i ka ‘oihana ali‘i
Nä pua ali‘i e ko‘o nei i ka hele lani
Hea mai e ho‘i hou, e ho‘i hou nö i ka noho ali‘i
Ua ‘ikea ä.

by Dr. Keao NeSmith

 The oli performed at the beginning of the 
depiction of the 1895 trial of Queen Liliu‘okalani 
was written by Dr. Keao NeSmith.  It was Hawai‘i 
Pono‘ï’s consensus that inspired us to add an
oli component to this reenactment of a most
devastating time in our Hawai‘i history.  In order
to “set the stage” we felt strongly that an element of 
maka‘äinana would be appropriate and powerful 
in this presentation. 
 This oli is inspired by a mo‘olelo that was 
found in the Ka Makaainana nupepa, Volume 5, 
Number 13, printed on March 30, 1896.  It is an 
article about an unusual dream had by Lökälia 
on December 26, 1895. Though the dream is 
written entirely in Hawaiian, the article includes 
a translation of sorts that also lends itself to being 
an interpretation of not only Hawaiian to English, 
but imagery to meaning. Though the meanings 
expressed in this translation may have been widely 
understood and accepted at that time, currently 
most of us struggle to grasp the concepts with our 
modern, non-Hawai‘i minds. 
 This dream occurred in 1895, a time of great 
unrest for our Hawai‘i Nation.  Nearly three years 
prior, our Queen was unlawfully removed from 
the throne by a few greedy, missionary-descendant 
business men with the unauthorized assistance of 
the American military.  Hawaiian Nationals were 
passionately participating in writing campaigns to 
protest the actions of the provisional government, 
the republic, and American law-makers who were 
pro-annexation.  It was common knowledge at 
that time that this was an unlawful action, and 
further, hard to believe that America would actual-
ly sanction such.  After all, how can America “take” 
Hawai‘i, while She stands on her own merits, 
recognized in the international arena as a friendly 
Nation?  Still, the movement of these traitors 
compelled Hawai‘i Nationals to protest the
actions for annexation by the self-declared
“provisional” government and demand restoration 
of the Hawaiian Kingdom and the Queen to her 
throne.  Appreciating the extraordinary anxiety
that our communities must have been  
      



experiencing, it is reasonable to understand how a 
dream of this kind would hold much importance, 
even hope, for the future of our Nation.

 Within this article, the translator, Kilokilo 
Dimerata, explains the importance of hierarchy, 
and its relationship to Liliu‘okalani’s highest 
standing throughout Hawai‘i Pae ‘Äina.  A picture 
is painted of kähili and Ali‘i representation, 
standing on a hill at different levels, possibly 
symbolizing genealogy and foundation to Lili‘u’s 
eventual rule.  As these kähili and Ali‘i are placed 
and named in the picture, Lili‘u remains at the top, 
beneath a rainbow.  Keao takes a number of these 
images and magically weaves them into an oli of 
traditional proportions.  His incorporation of these 

poetic expressions helps to amplify the deeper 
meanings as expressed throughout the dream.  
He includes phonetically pleasing phrases that 
compliment the imagery depicted.  

It is with great humility and honor we perform 
this oli, as if to be two maka‘äinana at the turn of 
the century, reminding each other of this hopeful 
dream that was recorded earlier in our nüpepa.  Our 
presentation of oli is supported by the fact that in 
reality, we are two Hawaiian Nationals anticipating 
the day of de-occupation.

Paul Neumann making his address on behalf of the ex-queen at her trial in the palace.

author and the readers). Therefore, the readers are included in this description and acknowledged as stakeholders 
in the thoughts, ideas, and perspectives of the paper.

II. The Cover of Kaua Kuloko (1895)

Translation: 
Civil War 1895
 The Attempt to Overthrow the Un-Unified Government, 
the Republic of Hawaii.

Notes: 
As a result of the shutdown of the Hawaiian press in the 

days and weeks following the start of the counter-revolution, 
there was little reporting of the events of the Kaua Küloko from 
the perspective of the po‘e aloha ‘äina. As a means to fill that 
void, the Papapai Mahu Press published a historical account of 
the events of the kaua küloko and the ensuring court martial 
in a book entitled Kaua Kuloko 1895: Ka Hoao ana e Hookahuli i ke 
Aupuni i Lokahi Ole ia, ka Repubalika o Hawaii. 

This subtitle is quite telling in and of itself. It describes the 
contents of the book as relating to the attempted overthrow of 
the government. However, it doesn’t just name that government 
as the Republic of Hawai‘i, but also includes a description of the 
government as one that was “Lökahi ‘Ole” or “Without Unity.”

The cover also included a large Hawaiian flag printed in color. Although it was also the flag of the Republic, 
it was unquestionably a symbol of the Hawaiian Kingdom and its independence, especially given that the 
perpetrators of the overthrow had immediately replaced the Hawaiian flag with the U.S. one, only removing it 
upon order of U.S. Special Investigator Blount. 

III. Selections from Kaua Kuloko

a.  The Motivations for Publishing  
Kaua Kuloko (1895)

Original
Ua lawe ia mai keia moolelo me ka awiwi nui e 

ka Lunahooponopono, mai loko ponoi mai o na olelo-
ike i waiho piha ia ae imua o ka Ahahookolokolo Koa 
ma ka Hale Mana Hooko, a ka Lunahooponopono e 
lana nei ka manao, e loaa ana i ka lehulehu holookoa 
mai Hawaii a Niihau, ka moolelo piha me ka pololei 
e pili ana i keia hihia, a me na mea hou ano nui e ae i 
hoomakaukau ia no keia Buke (Spencer, 1895, p. 3).

Translation: 
This historical account was undertaken with 

great speed by the Editor, directly from within the 
testimonies that were placed before the Military Court 
in the Administrative Building, which the Editor hopes 
will provide the entire public with the complete and 
correct history pertaining to this case as well as the 

 

Preface, Spencer clearly articulates his intent 
to provide “ka moolelo piha me ka pololei” or 

events. As the only perspective that had been censored 
was that of the po‘e aloha ‘äina, it can be inferred 
that Spencer’s intent is to ensure the recording and 
recounting of that perspective.

additional items which were prepared for this Book.

“the complete and correct historical account” of the 

his motivation for publishing the text. In the
“Editor” of the Kaua Kuloko 1895  

Notes: 
       Thomas P. Spencer, the "Lunahooponopono"

        explained



the peoples’ hearts as they sought out the pono of 
our ‘äina (“Ua hui lokahi na puuwai / E imi i ka 
pono o ka aina”). This then is the “beauty” that 
Kamali witnessed—not the violence, but rather 
the unity of hearts and the seeking of pono for our 
‘äina that were at the core of the uprising.

 In the second verse, Kamali describes aloha 
‘äina as engaging in the act of “hoolulu”—a living 
entity whose seeds are being scattered and sown 
(ho‘olülü) into the earth itself, and also an entity 
that creates calm and peace (ho‘olulu). Once again, 
the kaua küloko is not about the violence, but about 
growth and peace of our ‘äina. In the fourth verse, 
Kamali expresses the depth of his commitment, 
using the word “sila,” “sealed” or “branded,” as 
well as “steeled” in his resolve. He describes this 
dedication as an aloha that is “küpa‘a,” “steadfast,” 

and “firmly fixed” in ‘äina. He then extends aloha 
to the Mö‘ï Lili‘uokalani and the “hae kalaunu,” 
crown flag of Hawai‘i, demonstrating that by 
1895, both the Queen and the flag had become 
inextricably interwoven into, and were extensions 
of the ea (life, breath, sovereignty) of our ‘äina.

 In his concluding verse, Kamali again 
expresses the endurance of aloha ‘äina, dedicating 
his mele to “Ke aloha aina paa mau loa.” He 
assures the audience of his time (and ours!) that 
aloha ‘äina will be forever firm, solid, secure. 
It cannot be shaken no matter the challenges 
faced—whether the overthrow of our Kingdom, an 
unsuccessful military restoration of that Kingdom, 
or even the passing of a hundred plus years as we 
continue to seek the pono of our land, people, and 
sovereignty—Ke Aloha ‘Äina Pa‘a Mau Loa!

I. Censorship of the Press

Translation:
Due to the kindness of the Sheriff, H. R. Hitchcock, we have been allowed 

to publish again our newspapers “Ka Leo o ka Lahui” and “Ka Oiaio.” While the 
government is operating under martial law, we recognize that it is the correct 
course of action that all newspapers be published with caution, that angry ideas 
and political debating be discarded, and that we carefully plan our peaceful 
existence within this archipelago. It is extremely important that we have been once 
again granted the time to meet again with our friends and warriors who read Ka 
Leo o ka Lahui and Ka Oiaio . . . .  Therefore, it is with great caution in every manner 
that we conduct ourselves; think, share, and weigh the appropriate actions so that 
our existence in our land is calm and pleasing, and so that the living of all lähui of 
Hawai‘i is blessed.

Notes: 
There were several pro-Hawaiian newspapers in print when the counter-

revolution began on January 6, 1895. The Republic of Hawai‘i, however, 
immediately established martial law and suspended the publication of these 
newspapers from January 7, 1895 through March 11, 1895. When the newspapers 
did come back into publication, they had to do so with great care for fear of being 
shut down again. This fear and necessity for care was clearly described by the 
editors of Nupepa Ka Oiaio in their first issue when this piece was published. One 
of the interesting perspectives revealed here are the words used to describe these 
newspapers as “ka kakou nupepa” or “our” newspaper, where the word “käkou,” 
is a pronoun that includes both the speaker and the listeners (or in this case, the 
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yielding authority to the United States, rather than to 
the Provisional Government. Antone Rosa, S. K. Kane, 
J. Kaulukou, and James A. Magoon also appeared as 
counsel for various prisoners.

The Queen was arrested on January 16, 1895, and 
although initially charged with treason, eventually stood 
trial for thirteen counts of misprision or concealment of 
treason. On January 24, 1895, before her trial and while 
being held prisoner in an upstairs bedroom of ‘Iolani 
Palace, the Queen abdicated. In her book, Hawaii’s Story 
By Hawaii’s Queen, the Queen renounced the abdication, 
explaining that she had been misled into signing it, 
believing that the prisoners would be put to death if she 
did not sign.

 All of the trials were held in the ‘Iolani Palace 
throne room, stripped bare and appropriately austere 
for a military tribunal. The Queen’s trial began on the 
morning of February 8, 1895, and newspaper accounts of 
the time note that the Queen was dignified, composed, 
and attentive to the proceedings.

 Neumann called into question the validity of 
the Commission and its jurisdiction over the Queen. 
He pointed out that at the time of her supposed crimes, 
the Queen had not formally abdicated and owed no 
allegiance to the Republic. He also argued that the 
there was no military exigency that required a military 
commission and that the courts of the Republic were fully 
operational. Not surprisingly, the Commission rejected 
all of these arguments, as they had in the trials of other 
Royalists.

 A number of witnesses were called against the 
Queen, including her personal secretary and some of her 
retainers. Police Captain Robert Parker testified that he 
had discovered bombs, rifles, revolvers, and ammunition 
on the grounds of Washington Place, the Queen’s home. 
A fragment of a shell case, part of a bomb, was found 
on the Queen’s desk. The Queen’s secretary, William 
Kaae, testified that the Queen had drawn up documents, 
including a new constitution and eleven commissions 
appointing various men to positions in the restored 
government, in anticipation of a new government. Samuel 
Nowlein, one of the leaders of the restoration effort, 
testified about the efforts to restore the constitutional 
monarchy, but his testimony was of little use to the 
prosecution since he ultimately stated that a conversation 
with the Queen about the Royalist effort occurred after the 
effort had already failed. The most damaging testimony 
came from Charles Clark, one of the Queen’s retainers 
who lived at Washington Place, who had knowledge of 

In January of 1895, those loyal to Queen Lili‘uokalani 
attempted to regain control of the government. Royalists 
organized an armed restoration effort to bring the Queen 
back to the throne. Despite months of planning and 
importing arms from the West Coast of the United States, 
the restoration effort was crushed just as it was about to 
be launched.  

On January 7, 1895, the Republic’s President, 
Sanford Dole, declared martial law pursuant to Article 
31 of the 1894 Constitution of the Republic, a constitution 
that was not supported by a majority of Hawai‘i residents. 
The declaration read:

 The right of writ of habeas corpus is hereby 
suspended and Martial Law is instituted and 
established throughout the Island of Oahu, to 
continue until further notice, during which time, 
however, the Courts will continue in session and 
conduct ordinary business as usual, except as 
aforesaid.

Dole’s cabinet debated how the Royalist prisoners 
would be tried. Under the laws at the time, trying the 
prisoners in the regular court system, which was still in 
session and conducting “ordinary business as usual,” 
would mean that the prisoners should be tried before a 
jury of their peers. A jury of Native Hawaiians would 
judge the guilt or innocence of the native Royalists, but 
two problems confronted the Republic. Would native 
juries convict the Native Hawaiians seeking to reinstate 
the constitutional monarchy? The Republic did not wish 
to test this proposition. Moreover, how could native juries 
be assembled when so few Native Hawaiians had sworn 
allegiance to the Republic? Ultimately, the Republic’s 
solution was a Military Commission.

Dole appointed a seven-member Military 
Commission to hear the cases. The president of the 
Commission was Colonel William Austin Whiting, a 
former Attorney General of the Kingdom and a Circuit 
Court Judge of the Republic. Captain William A. Kinney 
was appointed Judge Advocate, or prosecutor. Both 
men were specially appointed to the National Guard in 
order to serve, while the other commissioners had been 
members of the National Guard since its organization in 
1893.

 The prisoners were allowed counsel, with 
Paul Neumann, Attorney General under the Queen’s 
government, acting as the lead attorney for most of the 
Royalists throughout the trials.  Neumann had remained 
loyal to the Queen, drafting her statement in 1893 

The Trial of Queen Lili‘uokalani By Melody Kapilialoha 
MacKenzie



the cache of weapons on the grounds and said that he had talked 
to Lili‘uokalani about the restoration effort prior to its occurrence. 
Neumann called numerous witnesses who thoroughly discredited 
Clark’s credibility. 

 The Queen and Neumann did not deny that she had 
prepared documents for restoration of the monarchy, asserting that 
she had every right to do so. When the Queen took the stand, she 
denied any knowledge of the restoration effort. It had taken place 
without her knowledge, consent or assistance, she believed in order 
to protect her. The Queen made a longer statement, in Hawaiian, 
which was translated by the court interpreter and then considered 
by the tribunal.  Amazingly, parts of the statement were struck 
from evidence. It is particularly telling that those parts that were 
struck implicated the United States in the 1893 overthrow of the 
constitutional monarchy. For instance, on her attempt to promulgate 
a new constitution at the urging of her people in 1893, the Queen 
stated: 

 A minority of the foreign population made my action the pretext 
for overthrowing the monarchy, and, aided by the United States 
naval forces and representative, established a new government. 

Over Neumann’s objection, this statement and all other portions 
relating to the role of the United States were struck. Neil Thomas 
Proto, in his insightful book, The Rights of My People, argues that 
this was done to bolster the Republic’s claim that it achieved its 
legitimacy solely through the actions of citizens of Hawai‘i rather 
than through the use of force by the United States. 

The Queen was found guilty and sentenced to five years of 
hard labor and fined $5,000. The Republic held her prisoner at ‘Iolani 
Palace for eight months and then kept her under house arrest at her 
home, Washington Place, for five months. She was then restricted 
from leaving Oʻahu for another eight months. In total, her length of 
detainment lasted twenty-one months. 

The arrests, trials, and imprisonment of the Royalists effectively 
suppressed all armed efforts to restore the constitutional monarchy. 
Nevertheless, Native Hawaiians persisted in their opposition to 
annexation to the United States, and expressed their loyalty to the 
Queen through rallies, meetings, petitions, newspapers, songs, and 
publications. 

The eloquent words of Prof. Jon Van Dyke and Paula 
Henderson, in concluding their 1995 essay on the Queen’s trial, 
remain true today:

 Re-examining this case 100 years later reminds us how easily  
the legal system can be manipulated and abused by those 
in power. The dignity with which Queen Lili‘uokalani endured 
this painful episode reinforces the magnitude of the injustice 
that occurred. . . . The case brings into focus the current claims 
of the Hawaiian people . . . to the lands that were taken from 
them without their consent or compensation . . . [and to] the 
reestablishment of a sovereign Native Hawaiian Nation.  Their 
quest for justice is continuing.1   

The idea of abdicating 
never originated with me. I 
knew nothing at all about such 
a transaction until they sent to 
me, by the hands of Mr. Wilson, 
the insulting proposition written 
in abject terms. . . . I still believe 
that murder was the alternative. 
Be this as it may, it is certainly 
happier for me to reflect to-day 
that there is not a drop of the 
blood of my subjects, friends or 
foes, on my soul. (273–275) 
                                             
   Lili‘uokalani, Hawaii’s 

Story by Hawaii’s Queen, 
273–275

Facsimile of the Warrant for Lili‘uokalani’s arrest, 
San Francisco Examiner 2/16/1895

1 Jon Van Dyke & Paula Henderson, “The Trial of Lili‘uokalani, February 1895” in 
Trial of a Queen: 1895 Military Tribunal (Judiciary History Center & the Friends of the 
Judiciary History Center, 1995): 7.

This is one of over three-hundred mele lähui 
published in Hawaiian language newspapers and 
books following the overthrow of the Hawaiian 
Kingdom in 1893 through to the illegal annexation 
of Hawai‘i by the U.S. in 1898. Mele lähui are 
mele (songs, chants, poetry) written in honor of 
the lähui (the Hawaiian people, nation). They 
are a repository of knowledge and an archive of 
information—ranging from the historical to the 
political, the cultural to the philosophical. They 
record and recount specific details of events. They 
honor the heroes and disparage the enemies. They 
assert our rights to sovereignty and protest foreign 
colonialism. They speak of our aloha for our ‘äina 
(land) and our desire that it achieve a state of pono 
(justice, righteousness, balance, harmony). 

KE ALOHA AINA PAA MAU LOA
 J. K. Kamali

1. A Laeahi au ike i ka nani
 Ke Kaua Kuloko a ka Lahui
 Ua hui lokahi na puuwai
 E imi i ka pono o ka aina

2. A ka lihi-kai au Kaalawai
 Ke aloha aina e hoolulu nei 
 Ke hea mai nei Kaukaopua
 E hui launa au me Daimana Hila
 
3. He aloha ka makani a he Ukiu
 Ka makani halihali lau-kukui
 E kuhi ana au ua lokahi
 Hookahi puuwai no ka lanakila

4. Ua sila iho au i ko’u manao
 Ke aloha kupaa i ka aina
 He aloha au i kuu Moi
 Me ka Hae Kalaunu o Hawaii

5. Haina ia mai ana ka puana
 Ke Aloha Aina paa mau loa

Mele Lähui: Aloha ‘Äina As  
Foundation For Military Action by Leilani Basham

 The above mele, “Ke Aloha ‘Äina Pa‘a 
Mau Loa,” was inspired by the kaua küloko 
or counter-revolution of 1895, in which po‘e 
aloha ‘äina attempted to restore militarily the 
sovereignty of the Hawaiian Kingdom and its 
Queen, Lili‘uokalani. It is the first mele to appear 
in the Kaua Kuloko book, an historical account 
of the counter-revolution written in Hawaiian 
and published in 1895. Although the name of 
the composer does not appear in the Kaua Kuloko 
publication, the mele is credited to J.K. Kamali in its 
three other publications under the title “Ke Aloha i 
ka Puuwai” (Ka Leo o ka Lahui (3/19/1895), Nupepa 
Ka Oiaio (3/22/1895), and Buke Mele Lahui (1895)).

 Kamali’s mele was the most popular mele 
lähui of 1895. It was the first mele in the Kaua 
Kuloko book and the second in the Mele Lahui 
book, also of 1895, preceded there only by Ellen 
Kekoaohiwaikalani Prendergast’s “Mele Ai-
Pohaku,” the most beloved, published, recorded, 
and performed mele lähui, composed in 1893). The 
multiple publications of Kamali’s mele in 1895 and 
its ordering within these two significant texts of 
1895 are surely an indication of the degree to which 
it encapsulated the thoughts and emotions of the 
people. 

 In terms of content, the mele includes some 
historical details of the kaua küloko; however, 
much more predominant are Kamali’s repeated 
references to aloha ‘äina–a deep, abiding love, 
affection, and loyalty to the land. It is seen in 
the mele’s title, “Ke Aloha ‘Äina Pa‘a Mau Loa,” 
which describes an aloha ‘äina that is “always 
fixed,” “continually secure,” or even “forever 
determined.” The lyrics also make repeated 
references to aloha ‘äina. The first verse locates the 
composer at “Laeahi,” where he witnessed a thing 
of beauty (“A Laeahi au ike i ka nani”). For some, 
it may seem incongruous to describe the violence 
of a military action as a thing of beauty. Kamali, 
however,  clarifies this by describing the unity of 



NAME CONVICTED TERM OF YEARS FINE
Keki yes 5 -0-
Kekipi, Kema yes 5 -0-
Kekoa, William yes 5 -0-
Keliikuewa yes 5 -0-
Kenyon, G.L. Discharged 2/25/95
Keoho yes 5 -0-
Keoni Discharged 2/14/95
Kia, Sam yes 5 -0-
Kiakahi, Ioela yes 8 -0-
Kiamanu yes 5 -0-
Kiao Discharged 2/14/95
Kiha Discharged 2/16/95
Kihi Discharged
Kiliona yes 5 -0-
Kilohana yes 5 -0-
Kina Discharged 2/22/95
Kini yes 5 -0-
Klemme, Carl A.L.
Koa, David K. yes .5 -0-
Kolomona yes 5 -0-
Kuaiwa yes 5 -0-
Kuakaula Discharged 2/22/95
Kuhio, Manuel yes 5 -0-
Kukalahiwa, J. yes 5 -0-
Kuna Discharged 2/14/95
Kupihea, Solomon yes 5 -0-
Lane, James C.  yes 5 5,000
Lane, Lot yes 5 -0-
Lane, Patrick yes 5 -0-
Lane, William yes 5 5,000
Levy, L.J.  A.L.
Lilikoe, John yes 6 -0-
Limahopu yes 5 -0-
Lycurgus, G.  Discharged 2/28/95
Maele, Ben yes 5 -0-
Mahoe yes 5 -0-
Mahoe, Henry yes 5 -0-
Mahoe, Kini J. yes 1 -0-
Mahuka, John yes 5 -0-
Maile, C.B.  Discharged 2/27/95
Maka, Alani Discharged 2/16/95
Makakoa yes 5 -0-
Makauahoa yes 5 -0-
Makalena, George yes 5 -0-
Makia Discharged
Markham, George yes 5 -0-
Marshall, Louis yes 20 10,000
Mathews, John J. yes 5 -0-
Maui yes 5 -0-
Maunaloa yes 5 -0-
Mio, Sam Pua yes 5 -0-
Moepali, Buff yes 5 -0-
Molleno, Charles Discharged 2/27/95
Muller, A. Discharged
Naaieono yes 5 -0-
Nahinalau yes 5 -0-
Naiwi, Jack yes 5 -0-
Nakaikuahine yes 5 -0-
Niolo yes 5 -0-
Norrie, E. Discharged 2/28/95
Nowlein, Samuel yes 35 10,000
Ohule Discharged 2/22/95
Oili, William yes 5 -0-
Olepau, William yes 5 -0-
Olohia, J.L. Discharged 2/14/95
Opunui yes 5 -0-
Paa, David Discharge 2/16/95
Paaoao, Keoni yes 5 -0-
Pahau, Alex yes 5 -0-
Pahia yes 5 -0-
Pahukoa yes 5 -0-
Paiaina Discharged 2/22/95
Palau, Robert yes 10 -0-
Paoo Discharge 2/16/95
Pedro, Tom yes 5 -0-
Pehu yes 5 -0-
Peterson, A.F. A.L.
Peterson, N. A.L.
Pihena yes 5 -0-

NAME CONVICTED TERM OF YEARS FINE
Piko, John yes 5 -0-
Pila Discharged
Pio, John yes 5 -0-
Pipi Discharged 2/16/95
Poepoe, Kilinoa yes 5 -0-
Pohaka yes 5 -0-
Poole, Thomas yes 10 -0-
Poonika, Albert Discharged
Poor, H.F.  Discharged 2/27/95
Prendergast, J.K.  Discharged 2/28/95
Pua, S.K. Discharged
Pua, William K. yes 5 -0-
Pueo Discharged 2/14/95
Punalua yes 5 -0-
Radin, John Discharged
Rawlins, T.  Discharged
Redward,   Discharged
Reis, Manuel Discharged
Rickard, W.H. yes 35 10,000
Rogers, Henry yes 5 -0-
Rooney, P.M. A.L. 5 -0-
Rosa, Manuel yes 5 -0-
Ross, Capt. J. Discharged 2/28/95
Seward, William T. yes 35 10,000
Silva, John R., Jr yes 5 -0-
Silva, Manuel  Discharged
Smith, Alex Discharged 2/28/95
Swinton, H. Discharged
Sylva, R. Hakuole yes 5 -0-
Testa, F.J. Discharged 2/28/95
Thomas, E.B. Discharged 2/28/95
Ting Sing, Ed.  yes 5 -0-
Townsend, George yes 5 -0-
Ulukou, Hoa C. yes 5 -0-
Ulukou, Tom yes 5 -0-
Von Wehrtern A.L.
Waha Discharged 2/14/95
Wahia yes 5 -0-
Waianae yes 5 -0-
Wailama yes 5 -0-
Waiola yes 5 -0-
Walker, J.S.  Discharged
Walker, Thomas B. yes 30 5,000
Warren, Charles yes 5 -0-
Welewele yes 5 -0-
West, Henry yes 5 -0-
Widemann, Carl yes 30 10,000
Widdifield, Wm yes 5 -0-
Wilcox, Robert W. yes 35 10,000
Wundenberg, F. A.L.

Those Arrested For Misprision of Treason
NAME CONVICTED TERM OF YEARS FINE
Ashford, V.V. yes 1 1,000
Aylett, James yes 1 month 50
Baker, John K. yes 1 month 10
Bowler, John F. yes 5 5,000
Dominis, Lil. yes 5 5,000**
**This is how the Provisional Government listed Queen Lili‘uokalani
Hutchinson, Wm. K. yes -0- 250
Hewett, Alex. M. Acquitted
Kaae, Junius yes 1 100
Kaili, Saml. K. yes 1 100
Kaimimoku yes 6 months    100
Kalanianaole, Jonah yes 1 1,000
Knudsen, Andrew Acquitted
Lane, John C. yes 6 months    100
Smith, Alexander yes 6 months -0-
Wise, John H. yes 3 1

*  Regarding the designation A. L., it is assigned to those prisoners who were freed if they immediately 
left Hawai‘i. As W. D. Alexander explains, “Rather than continue the trials until all those in prison had 
been dealt with, the Government gave many of the prisoners the option of leaving the country or going 
before the Commission. Most of those remaining were white residents to whom the prison life was, 
naturally enough, decidedly distasteful. They were totally in the dark as to the evidence which the 
Government could bring in at the trial, and rather than run the chances of continued imprisonment a 
good proportion were glad to escape by leaving the country. Each one accepting this option signed a 
statement . . . that ‘was a practical admission of guilt.’”

  " These men were released about a week before their departure so as to give them an opportunity  
to put their business affairs in order. The first lot of eleven went to San Francisco on the steamer 
Australia, February 23, and the others followed during the next month, with the exception of one  
or two whose homes were in Australia.”

Lili‘uokalani Abdication Letter January 24, 1895, Hawai‘i State Archives



1895 Military Tribunal,  
Republic of Hawai‘i

1st row:  Capt J. W. Pratt, Lt. Col. J. H. 
Fisher, Colonel William Austin 
Whiting, Capt. C. W. Ziegler, 
Capt. W. C. Wilder Jr.

2nd Row:  1st LT. J. W. Jones, Captain 
J.M. Camara

Back Row:  Capt. William A. Kinney, 
Unidentified, Unidentified

The only charge against me really was that of  
being a queen; and my case was judged by these,  

my adversaries, before I came into court.  

                                           Lili‘uokalani, Hawaii’s Story 
by Hawaii’s Queen, 280

I found myself charged with the crime of “treason.” After about a week had gone by,  
the accusation was changed to “misprision of treason.” The substance of my crime was  
that I knew my people were conspiring to re-establish the constitutional government,  

to throw off the yoke of the stranger and oppressor; and I had not conveyed  
this knowledge to the persons I had never recognized except as unlawful usurpers of authority,  

and had not informed against my own nation and against their friends who were also  
my long-time friends.   

  
 

Lili‘uokalani, Hawaii’s Story by Hawaii’s Queen, 278–279.

Those Arrested for Treason
NAME CONVICTED TERM OF YEARS FINE
Abraha Discharged
Aea, John yes 5 -0-
Aea, Joe Discharged 2/27/95
Ahia, Joseph yes 5 -0-
Ahia, William yes 5 -0-
Ai, Tommy yes 5 -0-
Aikike yes 5 -0-
Alapai Discharged 2/14/95
Analuhi, David Discharged 2/14/95
Apelehama yes 7 -0-
Ashford, C.W. A.L.*
Aulia Discharged 2/14/95
Bartow, Charles yes 5 -0-
Bartow, T.D. Discharged
Beni, G.K. yes 5 -0-
Bertlemann, H.Fl yes 35 10,000
Bill, William yes 5 -0-
Bipikane, J.W. yes 10 -0-
Boyd, Robert D. Discharged
Brown, J. Discharged
Bush, James H. yes 5 -0-
Carianna, A. Released
Clark, Charles H. yes 5 -0-
Clark, Joe yes 10 -0-
Cranston, J. Discharged
Creighton, Chas.  A.L.
Cummins, John A. yes -0- 5,000
Damien, Daniel yes 6 -0-
Daniels, W.H. Discharged 2/25/95
Davis, William yes 10 5,000
Defries, Henry  Discharged
Defries, John Discharged
Dowall, A.M. A.L.
Dunwell, Chas. Discharged 2/28/95
Durrell, James Discharged 2/27/95
Edward Discharged
Enoka, Henry yes 5 -0-
Fernandez, Abraham Discharged
Fitzgerald Discharged
France, Arthur Discharged
Fredenberg, Geo. Discharged
Gabriel Discharged
Greig, W.H.C. yes 20 10,000
Gulick, C.T. yes 35 10,000
Haha yes 5 -0-
Hakalaau, Wm. yes 5 -0-
Hakuole, Kamuela yes 5 -0-
Hanupau, J. yes 5 -0-
Harrison, F.  A.L.
Hikiau Discharged
Hokii, Paulo yes 5 -0-
Honolulu Discharged
Hookano, Samuel yes 5 -0-
Hookiekie Discharged 2/16/95
Hola, Sam yes 5 -0-
Huihui, Hola yes 5 -0-
Ihu, Bill yes 5 -0-
Inoaole yes 5 -0-
Inch, Jno Discharged 2/14
Joe Discharged
John Discharged
Johnny Discharged
Johnstone, J.B. Discharged
Joseph, Wm. yes 5 -0-
Juan, Harry A.L.
Kaae, William yes 5 -0-
Kaaea, Sam yes 5 -0-
Kaaha, H. Discharged 2/14/95
Kaaihue yes 5 -0-
Kaaikiki Discharged
Kaanaana yes 5 -0-
Kaanapu Discharged 2/14/95
Kaaua, John yes 5 -0-
Kaauwai yes  5 -0-
Kaawa Discharged
Kahahawai Discharged 1/25/95

NAME CONVICTED TERM OF YEARS FINE
Kahaiao, J.W. yes 5 -0-
Kahalewai yes 5 -0-
Kahananui yes 5 -0-
Kahikikolu yes 5 -0-
Kahilau Discharged
Kahimalani yes 5 -0-
Kahoa Discharged 2/14/95
Kahoeka, John  yes 5 -0-
Kaholo,  yes 5 -0-
Kahoomahele yes 5 -0-
Kahoomanawanui yes 5 -0-
Kahopuwaiki, Joe yes 5 -0-
Kahue Discharged 2/22/95
Kaia yes 5 -0-
Kaimi, John K. yes 5 -0-
Kakaio yes 5 -0-
Kakoa, Wm. Discharged

Kala, Peter Discharged 2/16/95
Kalaiaia Discharged
Kalalau, Samuel yes 5 -0-
Kalaukoa, John Acquitted
Kalaukoa, John yes 5 -0-
Kalauwalu yes 5 -0-
Kalia Discharged
Kaliloa, Hoopii yes 5 -0-
Kaloa, Saml. K. yes 5 -0-
Kalua yes 5 -0-
Kaluahine, Sam  Discharged 2/16/95
Kama, J. yes 5 -0-
Kamai yes 5 -0-
Kamai, Solomon Discharged
Kamaka yes 5 -0-
Kamali, J.K. yes 5 -0-
Kameakane, Liwai yes 5 -0-
Kamuela Discharged
Kanaana yes 5 -0-
Kanahele, Sam yes 5 -0-
Kanakaole, Wm. yes 5 -0-
Kane Discharged 2/22/95
Kanehe, Herman K. yes 5 -0-
Kanekoa Acquitted
Kaneuu yes 1 -0-
Kaniela yes 5 -0-
Kanoho, James  yes 5 -0-
Kanuha, D. yes 5 -0-
Kaohe, Henry P. yes 5 -0-
Kaohimaunu yes 5 -0-
Kaohiwaena Discharged 2/22/95
Kaolowi, John yes 5 -0-
Kaona yes 5 -0-
Kapena, Koia yes 5 -0-
Kapiioho, Solomon yes 5 -0-
Kapu Discharged 2/21/95
Kapu, Niel J.  Discharged 2/1/95
Kapuna yes 5 -0-
Kauahi, J. yes 5 -0-
Kauai, Solomon yes 8 -0-
Kauainaole, Wm yes 5 -0-
Kauaua, Dan yes 5 -0-
Kauli yes 5 -0-
Kaulia, Jas. K. Discharged 2/25/95
Kaunamano, J.K. Discharged 1/25/95
Kauwenaole, Wm. yes 5 -0-
Kawelo yes 5 -0-
Kawika yes 5 -0-
Kealakai, W.H.  Discharged 2/25/95
Kealoha, David Discharged 2/22/95
Keamapohaku yes 5 -0-
Keanu, Sam yes 5 -0-
Keaunui, David yes 1 -0-
Keaupuni Discharged 2/16/95
Keawe yes 5 -0-
Kekaha, Sam yes 5 -0-
Kekala, Isaac Discharged 2/22/95
Kekaula, J. yes 5 -0-

LIST OF KÄNAKA ‘ÖIWI ARRESTED FOR THE 1895 RESTORATION ATTEMPT



Honoring Kanaka
‘Öiwi Nationalists
 In the trial of Queen Lili’uokalani, the 
Queen was charged and found guilty of mispri-
sion or concealment of treason from the Republic 
of Hawaiʻi. On January 24, 1895, while being held 
prisoner in ‘Iolani Palace, Queen Lili‘uokalani 
signed a statement of abdication in favor of the 
Republic of Hawai‘i. However, in the Queen’s 
book, Hawai‘i’s Story By Hawai‘i’s Queen, she 
renounced the abdication, contending that she 
had been coerced to sign the statement. She
described her plight as follows:

For myself, I would have chosen death rather 
than to have signed it; but it was represented to 
me that by my signing this paper all the persons 
who had been arrested, all my people now 
in trouble by reason of their love and loyalty 
towards me, would be immediately released. 
Think of my position, --sick, a lone woman in 
prison, scarcely knowing who was my friend, 
or who listened to my words only to betray me, 
without legal advice or friendly counsel, and 
the stream of blood ready to flow unless it was 
stayed by my pen.1

 I devote this essay to honoring those 
Känaka ʻŌiwi patriots who risked their lives 
and livelihoods to defend the Hawaiian Kingdom 
and Constitutional monarchy, those whose lives 
and freedom the Queen sought to protect by 
her abdication. It was represented to the Queen 
that her abdication would lead to the release of 
all who had been arrested. In all, two hundred 
and twenty (220) nationalists were arrested and 
charged as prisoners of war for treason and con-
cealment of treason. Of those charged, one hun-
dred and eighty-eight (188) were given prison 
sentences. One hundred and forty-eight (148) 
were sentenced to five years at hard labor. The 
six men believed to be the primary organizers 
of the insurrection–H.F. Bertlemann, W.H.C. 
Greig, Samuel Nowlein, W.H. Rickard, William T. 
Seward, Carl Widemann, and Robert W. Wilcox—
were each fined $10,000 and given jail sentences of 
35 years. The remaining men were sentenced from 
one month, to one year, to ten years in jail, and 
fined between $100 and $5,000. On July 4, 

1895, the five-year prisoners were released. Louis 
Marshall and Will Greig, because they were ailing, 
were released in August 1895. By September 
1895 conditional pardons were granted to Queen 
Lili‘uokalani, Prince Kühiö, Carl Widemann, and 
forty-six others. Rickard, Walker, and five more 
received pardons on Thanksgiving Day 1895. 
The remaining eight, including Robert Wilcox, 
C.T. Gulick, and W.H. Seward, were released on 
December 31, 1895. Nevertheless, it was not until 
July 17, 1898, that all of the convicted nationalists 
were fully pardoned and had their civil rights 
restored.2

 This history of resistance by Kānaka ʻŌiwi
to the takeover of the Hawaiian government 
was actively suppressed by the government of 
the Territory of Hawaiʻi (1900–1959), which also 
banned Hawaiian language as the medium of 
instruction in the public schools and as the official 
language of the Territory. Through the painstak-
ing work of native scholars, beginning with the 
Hawaiian Renaissance in the 1970s, this history has 
been revived and celebrated, in conjunction with 
the growth of a nationalist movement for sover-
eignty and independence in Hawaiʻi.
 I publish this list of the names of the Kānaka 
ʻŌiwi nationalists in the hope that this informa-
tion will inspire more research into their back-
grounds.  Perhaps their living descendants will 
recognize a name and be moved to share publicly 
their collective family memory and history about 
their courageous ancestor. The acknowledgement 
and celebration of the efforts of these men to 
perpetuate Kānaka ʻŌiwi governance of Hawaiʻi 
contribute to the collective memory and national 
history of Ka Lāhui ʻŌiwi, The Native Hawaiian 
Nation. E Ola Nā Aloha ʻĀina! Long Live Those 
Who Love the Land and Nation of Hawaiʻi!

By Davianna Pömaika‘i
     McGregor

1Liliuokalani, Hawaii’s Story by Hawaii’s Queen (Honolulu: Rutland, Vt: 
C.E. Tuttle Co., 1964): 274.
2Albertine Loomis, For Whom Are the Stars? Revolution and Counterrevolu-
tion in Hawai‘i, 1893–1895 (Honolulu: UH Press, 1976): 219.
3Listed in Davianna Pōmaikaʻi McGregor, “Küpaʻa i Ka ʻĀina: Persistence 
on the Land,” Unpublished Doctoral Dissertation, University of Hawaiʻi, 
Mānoa, December 1989, Appendix 2, derived from Hawaii State Archives, 
1895 Insurrection File. “Index to Accused; List of names of persons arrest-
ed and charged as prisoners of war to date January 16, 1895 11am” and 
Hawaiian Gazette July 18, 1898. 



Robert W. Wilcox—were each fined $10,000 and 
given jail sentences of 35 years. The remaining men 
were sentenced from one month, to one year, to ten 
years in jail, and fined between $100 and $5,000. 
Despite the representation to the Queen that her 
abdication would lead to the release of all who had 
been arrested, those with long prison sentences 
were incarcerated and subjected to hard labor until 
July 17, 1898, when all of the convicted nationalists 
were pardoned and had their civil rights restored. 
Nationalists with shorter sentences had already 
served their time and been released, such as 
Prince Jonah Kühiö Kalaniana‘ole, who had been 
incarcerated for one year. 

 This history of resistance by Känaka ‘Öiwi 
to the take over of the Hawaiian government 
was actively suppressed by the government of 
the Territory of Hawai‘i (1900–1959), which also 
banned Hawaiian language as the medium of 
instruction in the public schools and as the official 
language of the Territory. Through the painstaking 
work of native scholars, beginning with the 
Hawaiian Renaissance in the 1970s, this history 
has been revived and celebrated, in conjunction 
with the growth of a nationalist movement for 
sovereignty and independence in Hawai‘i.

 I publish this list of Känaka ‘Öiwi 
nationalists in the hope that this information will 
inspire more research into their backgrounds.2  
Perhaps their living descendants will recognize 
a name and be moved to share publicly their 
collective family memory and history about their 
courageous ancestor. The acknowledgement and 
celebration of the efforts of these men to perpetuate 
Känaka ‘Öiwi governance of Hawai‘i contribute to 
the collective memory and national history of Ka 
Lähui ‘Öiwi, The Native Hawaiian Nation. E Ola 
Nä Aloha ‘Äina! Long Live Those Who Love the 
Land and Nation of Hawai‘i!

 In the trial of Queen Lili‘uokalani, the 
Queen was charged and found guilty of misprision 
or concealment of treason from the Republic of 
Hawai‘i. On January 24, 1895, while being held 
prisoner in ‘Iolani Palace, Queen Lili‘uokalani 
signed a statement of abdication in favor of the 
Republic of Hawai‘i. However, in the Queen’s 
book, Hawai‘i’s Story By Hawai‘i’s Queen, she 
renounced the abdication, contending that she had 
been coerced to sign the statement. She described 
her plight as follows:

 For myself, I would have chosen death rather 
than to have signed it; but it was represented 
to me that by my signing this paper all the 
persons who had been arrested, all my people 
now in trouble by reason of their love and 
loyalty towards me, would be immediately 
released. Think of my position, –sick, a lone 
woman in prison, scarcely knowing who was 
my friend, or who listened to my words only 
to betray me, without legal advice or friendly 
counsel, and the stream of blood ready to flow 
unless it was stayed by my pen.1

 
I would like to devote this essay to honoring 

those Kanaka ‘Öiwi patriots who risked their lives 
and livelihoods to defend the Hawaiian Kingdom 
and Constitutional monarchy, those whose lives 
and freedom the Queen sought to protect by her 
abdication. In all, two hundred and twenty (220) 
nationalists were arrested and charged as prisoners 
of war for treason and concealment of treason. Of 
those charged, one hundred and eighty-eight (188) 
were given prison sentences. One hundred and 
forty-eight (148) were sentenced to five years at 
hard labor. The six men believed to be the primary 
organizers of the insurrection–H.F. Bertlemann, 
W.H.C. Greig, Samuel Nowlein, W.H.Rickard, 
William T. Seward, Carl Widemann, and  

1 Liliuokalani, Hawaii’s Story by Hawaii’s Queen (Honolulu:  Rutland, Vt: C.E. Tuttle Co., 1964): 274.
2 Listed in Davianna Pömaika‘i McGregor, “Kupa‘a i Ka ‘Äina: Persistence on the Land,” Unpublished Doctoral Dissertation, University of Hawai‘i, 
Mʻnoa, December 1989, Appendix 2, derived from Hawaii State Archives, 1895 Insurrection File. “Index to Accused; List of names of persons 
arrested and charged as prisoners of war to date January 16, 1895 11am” and Hawaiian Gazette July 18, 1898.

Honoring Kanaka 
‘Öiwi Nationalists

By Davianna 
Pömaika‘i 
McGregor

The Military Court, during the Trial of the Principal Defendants

Center figure—William A. Kinney

O‘ahu Prison—Interior Courtyard O‘ahu Prison—Exterior

Sam Nowlein



1895 Military Tribunal,  
Republic of Hawai‘i

1st row:  Capt J. W. Pratt, Lt. Col. J. H. 
Fisher, Colonel William Austin 
Whiting, Capt. C. W. Ziegler, 
Capt. W. C. Wilder Jr.

2nd Row:  1st LT. J. W. Jones, Captain 
J.M. Camara

Back Row:  Capt. William A. Kinney, 
Unidentified, Unidentified

The only charge against me really was that of  
being a queen; and my case was judged by these,  

my adversaries, before I came into court.  

                                           Lili‘uokalani, Hawaii’s Story 
by Hawaii’s Queen, 280

I found myself charged with the crime of “treason.” After about a week had gone by,  
the accusation was changed to “misprision of treason.” The substance of my crime was  
that I knew my people were conspiring to re-establish the constitutional government,  

to throw off the yoke of the stranger and oppressor; and I had not conveyed  
this knowledge to the persons I had never recognized except as unlawful usurpers of authority,  

and had not informed against my own nation and against their friends who were also  
my long-time friends.   

  
 

Lili‘uokalani, Hawaii’s Story by Hawaii’s Queen, 278–279.

Those Arrested for Treason
NAME CONVICTED TERM OF YEARS FINE
Abraha Discharged
Aea, John yes 5 -0-
Aea, Joe Discharged 2/27/95
Ahia, Joseph yes 5 -0-
Ahia, William yes 5 -0-
Ai, Tommy yes 5 -0-
Aikike yes 5 -0-
Alapai Discharged 2/14/95
Analuhi, David Discharged 2/14/95
Apelehama yes 7 -0-
Ashford, C.W. A.L.*
Aulia Discharged 2/14/95
Bartow, Charles yes 5 -0-
Bartow, T.D. Discharged
Beni, G.K. yes 5 -0-
Bertlemann, H.Fl yes 35 10,000
Bill, William yes 5 -0-
Bipikane, J.W. yes 10 -0-
Boyd, Robert D. Discharged
Brown, J. Discharged
Bush, James H. yes 5 -0-
Carianna, A. Released
Clark, Charles H. yes 5 -0-
Clark, Joe yes 10 -0-
Cranston, J. Discharged
Creighton, Chas.  A.L.
Cummins, John A. yes -0- 5,000
Damien, Daniel yes 6 -0-
Daniels, W.H. Discharged 2/25/95
Davis, William yes 10 5,000
Defries, Henry  Discharged
Defries, John Discharged
Dowall, A.M. A.L.
Dunwell, Chas. Discharged 2/28/95
Durrell, James Discharged 2/27/95
Edward Discharged
Enoka, Henry yes 5 -0-
Fernandez, Abraham Discharged
Fitzgerald Discharged
France, Arthur Discharged
Fredenberg, Geo. Discharged
Gabriel Discharged
Greig, W.H.C. yes 20 10,000
Gulick, C.T. yes 35 10,000
Haha yes 5 -0-
Hakalaau, Wm. yes 5 -0-
Hakuole, Kamuela yes 5 -0-
Hanupau, J. yes 5 -0-
Harrison, F.  A.L.
Hikiau Discharged
Hokii, Paulo yes 5 -0-
Honolulu Discharged
Hookano, Samuel yes 5 -0-
Hookiekie Discharged 2/16/95
Hola, Sam yes 5 -0-
Huihui, Hola yes 5 -0-
Ihu, Bill yes 5 -0-
Inoaole yes 5 -0-
Inch, Jno Discharged 2/14
Joe Discharged
John Discharged
Johnny Discharged
Johnstone, J.B. Discharged
Joseph, Wm. yes 5 -0-
Juan, Harry A.L.
Kaae, William yes 5 -0-
Kaaea, Sam yes 5 -0-
Kaaha, H. Discharged 2/14/95
Kaaihue yes 5 -0-
Kaaikiki Discharged
Kaanaana yes 5 -0-
Kaanapu Discharged 2/14/95
Kaaua, John yes 5 -0-
Kaauwai yes  5 -0-
Kaawa Discharged
Kahahawai Discharged 1/25/95

NAME CONVICTED TERM OF YEARS FINE
Kahaiao, J.W. yes 5 -0-
Kahalewai yes 5 -0-
Kahananui yes 5 -0-
Kahikikolu yes 5 -0-
Kahilau Discharged
Kahimalani yes 5 -0-
Kahoa Discharged 2/14/95
Kahoeka, John  yes 5 -0-
Kaholo,  yes 5 -0-
Kahoomahele yes 5 -0-
Kahoomanawanui yes 5 -0-
Kahopuwaiki, Joe yes 5 -0-
Kahue Discharged 2/22/95
Kaia yes 5 -0-
Kaimi, John K. yes 5 -0-
Kakaio yes 5 -0-
Kakoa, Wm. Discharged

Kala, Peter Discharged 2/16/95
Kalaiaia Discharged
Kalalau, Samuel yes 5 -0-
Kalaukoa, John Acquitted
Kalaukoa, John yes 5 -0-
Kalauwalu yes 5 -0-
Kalia Discharged
Kaliloa, Hoopii yes 5 -0-
Kaloa, Saml. K. yes 5 -0-
Kalua yes 5 -0-
Kaluahine, Sam  Discharged 2/16/95
Kama, J. yes 5 -0-
Kamai yes 5 -0-
Kamai, Solomon Discharged
Kamaka yes 5 -0-
Kamali, J.K. yes 5 -0-
Kameakane, Liwai yes 5 -0-
Kamuela Discharged
Kanaana yes 5 -0-
Kanahele, Sam yes 5 -0-
Kanakaole, Wm. yes 5 -0-
Kane Discharged 2/22/95
Kanehe, Herman K. yes 5 -0-
Kanekoa Acquitted
Kaneuu yes 1 -0-
Kaniela yes 5 -0-
Kanoho, James  yes 5 -0-
Kanuha, D. yes 5 -0-
Kaohe, Henry P. yes 5 -0-
Kaohimaunu yes 5 -0-
Kaohiwaena Discharged 2/22/95
Kaolowi, John yes 5 -0-
Kaona yes 5 -0-
Kapena, Koia yes 5 -0-
Kapiioho, Solomon yes 5 -0-
Kapu Discharged 2/21/95
Kapu, Niel J.  Discharged 2/1/95
Kapuna yes 5 -0-
Kauahi, J. yes 5 -0-
Kauai, Solomon yes 8 -0-
Kauainaole, Wm yes 5 -0-
Kauaua, Dan yes 5 -0-
Kauli yes 5 -0-
Kaulia, Jas. K. Discharged 2/25/95
Kaunamano, J.K. Discharged 1/25/95
Kauwenaole, Wm. yes 5 -0-
Kawelo yes 5 -0-
Kawika yes 5 -0-
Kealakai, W.H.  Discharged 2/25/95
Kealoha, David Discharged 2/22/95
Keamapohaku yes 5 -0-
Keanu, Sam yes 5 -0-
Keaunui, David yes 1 -0-
Keaupuni Discharged 2/16/95
Keawe yes 5 -0-
Kekaha, Sam yes 5 -0-
Kekala, Isaac Discharged 2/22/95
Kekaula, J. yes 5 -0-

LIST OF KÄNAKA ‘ÖIWI ARRESTED FOR THE 1895 RESTORATION ATTEMPT



NAME CONVICTED TERM OF YEARS FINE
Keki yes 5 -0-
Kekipi, Kema yes 5 -0-
Kekoa, William yes 5 -0-
Keliikuewa yes 5 -0-
Kenyon, G.L. Discharged 2/25/95
Keoho yes 5 -0-
Keoni Discharged 2/14/95
Kia, Sam yes 5 -0-
Kiakahi, Ioela yes 8 -0-
Kiamanu yes 5 -0-
Kiao Discharged 2/14/95
Kiha Discharged 2/16/95
Kihi Discharged
Kiliona yes 5 -0-
Kilohana yes 5 -0-
Kina Discharged 2/22/95
Kini yes 5 -0-
Klemme, Carl A.L.
Koa, David K. yes .5 -0-
Kolomona yes 5 -0-
Kuaiwa yes 5 -0-
Kuakaula Discharged 2/22/95
Kuhio, Manuel yes 5 -0-
Kukalahiwa, J. yes 5 -0-
Kuna Discharged 2/14/95
Kupihea, Solomon yes 5 -0-
Lane, James C.  yes 5 5,000
Lane, Lot yes 5 -0-
Lane, Patrick yes 5 -0-
Lane, William yes 5 5,000
Levy, L.J.  A.L.
Lilikoe, John yes 6 -0-
Limahopu yes 5 -0-
Lycurgus, G.  Discharged 2/28/95
Maele, Ben yes 5 -0-
Mahoe yes 5 -0-
Mahoe, Henry yes 5 -0-
Mahoe, Kini J. yes 1 -0-
Mahuka, John yes 5 -0-
Maile, C.B.  Discharged 2/27/95
Maka, Alani Discharged 2/16/95
Makakoa yes 5 -0-
Makauahoa yes 5 -0-
Makalena, George yes 5 -0-
Makia Discharged
Markham, George yes 5 -0-
Marshall, Louis yes 20 10,000
Mathews, John J. yes 5 -0-
Maui yes 5 -0-
Maunaloa yes 5 -0-
Mio, Sam Pua yes 5 -0-
Moepali, Buff yes 5 -0-
Molleno, Charles Discharged 2/27/95
Muller, A. Discharged
Naaieono yes 5 -0-
Nahinalau yes 5 -0-
Naiwi, Jack yes 5 -0-
Nakaikuahine yes 5 -0-
Niolo yes 5 -0-
Norrie, E. Discharged 2/28/95
Nowlein, Samuel yes 35 10,000
Ohule Discharged 2/22/95
Oili, William yes 5 -0-
Olepau, William yes 5 -0-
Olohia, J.L. Discharged 2/14/95
Opunui yes 5 -0-
Paa, David Discharge 2/16/95
Paaoao, Keoni yes 5 -0-
Pahau, Alex yes 5 -0-
Pahia yes 5 -0-
Pahukoa yes 5 -0-
Paiaina Discharged 2/22/95
Palau, Robert yes 10 -0-
Paoo Discharge 2/16/95
Pedro, Tom yes 5 -0-
Pehu yes 5 -0-
Peterson, A.F. A.L.
Peterson, N. A.L.
Pihena yes 5 -0-

NAME CONVICTED TERM OF YEARS FINE
Piko, John yes 5 -0-
Pila Discharged
Pio, John yes 5 -0-
Pipi Discharged 2/16/95
Poepoe, Kilinoa yes 5 -0-
Pohaka yes 5 -0-
Poole, Thomas yes 10 -0-
Poonika, Albert Discharged
Poor, H.F.  Discharged 2/27/95
Prendergast, J.K.  Discharged 2/28/95
Pua, S.K. Discharged
Pua, William K. yes 5 -0-
Pueo Discharged 2/14/95
Punalua yes 5 -0-
Radin, John Discharged
Rawlins, T.  Discharged
Redward,   Discharged
Reis, Manuel Discharged
Rickard, W.H. yes 35 10,000
Rogers, Henry yes 5 -0-
Rooney, P.M. A.L. 5 -0-
Rosa, Manuel yes 5 -0-
Ross, Capt. J. Discharged 2/28/95
Seward, William T. yes 35 10,000
Silva, John R., Jr yes 5 -0-
Silva, Manuel  Discharged
Smith, Alex Discharged 2/28/95
Swinton, H. Discharged
Sylva, R. Hakuole yes 5 -0-
Testa, F.J. Discharged 2/28/95
Thomas, E.B. Discharged 2/28/95
Ting Sing, Ed.  yes 5 -0-
Townsend, George yes 5 -0-
Ulukou, Hoa C. yes 5 -0-
Ulukou, Tom yes 5 -0-
Von Wehrtern A.L.
Waha Discharged 2/14/95
Wahia yes 5 -0-
Waianae yes 5 -0-
Wailama yes 5 -0-
Waiola yes 5 -0-
Walker, J.S.  Discharged
Walker, Thomas B. yes 30 5,000
Warren, Charles yes 5 -0-
Welewele yes 5 -0-
West, Henry yes 5 -0-
Widemann, Carl yes 30 10,000
Widdifield, Wm yes 5 -0-
Wilcox, Robert W. yes 35 10,000
Wundenberg, F. A.L.

Those Arrested For Misprision of Treason
NAME CONVICTED TERM OF YEARS FINE
Ashford, V.V. yes 1 1,000
Aylett, James yes 1 month 50
Baker, John K. yes 1 month 10
Bowler, John F. yes 5 5,000
Dominis, Lil. yes 5 5,000**
**This is how the Provisional Government listed Queen Lili‘uokalani
Hutchinson, Wm. K. yes -0- 250
Hewett, Alex. M. Acquitted
Kaae, Junius yes 1 100
Kaili, Saml. K. yes 1 100
Kaimimoku yes 6 months    100
Kalanianaole, Jonah yes 1 1,000
Knudsen, Andrew Acquitted
Lane, John C. yes 6 months    100
Smith, Alexander yes 6 months -0-
Wise, John H. yes 3 1

*  Regarding the designation A. L., it is assigned to those prisoners who were freed if they immediately 
left Hawai‘i. As W. D. Alexander explains, “Rather than continue the trials until all those in prison had 
been dealt with, the Government gave many of the prisoners the option of leaving the country or going 
before the Commission. Most of those remaining were white residents to whom the prison life was, 
naturally enough, decidedly distasteful. They were totally in the dark as to the evidence which the 
Government could bring in at the trial, and rather than run the chances of continued imprisonment a 
good proportion were glad to escape by leaving the country. Each one accepting this option signed a 
statement . . . that ‘was a practical admission of guilt.’”

  " These men were released about a week before their departure so as to give them an opportunity  
to put their business affairs in order. The first lot of eleven went to San Francisco on the steamer 
Australia, February 23, and the others followed during the next month, with the exception of one  
or two whose homes were in Australia.”

Lili‘uokalani Abdication Letter January 24, 1895, Hawai‘i State Archives
“



Mele Lähui: Aloha ‘Äina As
Foundation for Military Action           

By Leilani Basham
   

KE ALOHA AINA PAA MAU LOA
J.K. Kamali

1. A Laeahi au ike i ka nani
Ke Kaua Kuloko a ka Lahui
Ua hui lokahi na puuwai
E imi i ka pono o ka aina

2. A ka lihi-kai au Kaalawai
Ke aloha aina e hoolulu nei 
Ke hea mai nei Kaukaopua
E hui launa au me Daimana Hila

 
3. He aloha ka makani a he Ukiu

Ka makani halihali lau-kukui
E kuhi ana au ua lokahi
Hookahi puuwai no ka lanakila

4. Ua sila iho au i ko’u manao
Ke aloha kupaa i ka aina
He aloha au i kuu Moi
Me ka Hae Kalaunu o Hawaii

5. Haina ia mai ana ka puana
Ke Aloha Aina paa mau loa

 This is one of over three-hundred mele 
lāhui published in Hawaiian language newspa-
pers and books following the overthrow of the 
Hawaiian Kingdom in 1893 through to the illegal 
annexation of Hawaiʻi by the U.S. in 1898. Mele 
lāhui are mele (songs, chants, poetry) written in 
honor of the lāhui (the Hawaiian people, nation). 
They are a repository of knowledge and an ar-
chive of information—ranging from the historical 
to the political, the cultural to the philosophi-
cal. They record and recount specific details of 
events. They honor the heroes and disparage the 
enemies. They assert our rights to sovereignty 
and protest foreign colonialism. They speak of 
our aloha for our ʻāina (land) and our desire that 
it achieve a state of pono (justice, righteousness, 
balance, harmony). 

 The above mele, “Ke Aloha ʻĀina Paʻa 
Mau Loa,” was inspired by the kaua kūloko
or counter-revolution of 1895, in which poʻe
aloha ʻāina attempted to restore militarily the 
sovereignty of the Hawaiian Kingdom and its 
Queen, Liliʻuokalani. It is the first mele to appear 
in the Kaua Kuloko book, an historical account 
of the counter-revolution written in Hawaiian 
and published in 1895. Although the name of 
the composer does not appear in the Kaua Ku-
loko publication, the mele is credited to J.K. 
Kamali in its three other publications under the 
title “Ke Aloha i ka Puuwai” (Ka Leo o ka Lahui 
(3/19/1895), Nupepa Ka Oiaio (3/22/1895), and 
Buke Mele Lahui (1895)).
 Kamali’s mele was the most popular mele 
lāhui of 1895. It was the first mele in the Kaua 
Kuloko book and the second in the Mele Lahui 
book, also of 1895, preceded there only by Ellen 
Kekoaohiwaikalani Prendergast’s “Mele Ai-
Pohaku,” the most beloved, published, recorded, 
and performed mele lāhui, composed in 1893. 
The multiple publications of Kamali’s mele in 
1895 and its ordering within these two significant 
texts of 1895 are surely an indication of the
degree to which it encapsulated the thoughts
and emotions of the people. 
 In terms of content, the mele includes
some historical details of the kaua kūloko;
however, much more predominant are Kamali’s 
repeated references to aloha ʻāina–a deep,
abiding love, affection, and loyalty to the land.
It is seen in the mele’s title, “Ke Aloha ʻĀina
Paʻa Mau Loa,” which describes an aloha
ʻāina that is “always fixed,” “continually secure,” 
or even “forever determined.” The lyrics also 
make repeated references to aloha ʻāina. The
first verse locates the composer at “Laeahi,” 
where he witnessed a thing of beauty (“A
Laeahi au ike i ka nani”). For some, it may seem 
incongruous to describe the violence of a military 
action as a thing of beauty. Kamali, however,
clarifies this by describing the unity of 



the peoples’ hearts as they sought out the pono of 
our ‘äina (“Ua hui lokahi na puuwai / E imi i ka 
pono o ka aina”). This then is the “beauty” that 
Kamali witnessed—not the violence, but rather 
the unity of hearts and the seeking of pono for our 
‘äina that were at the core of the uprising.

 In the second verse, Kamali describes aloha 
‘äina as engaging in the act of “hoolulu”—a living 
entity whose seeds are being scattered and sown 
(ho‘olülü) into the earth itself, and also an entity 
that creates calm and peace (ho‘olulu). Once again, 
the kaua küloko is not about the violence, but about 
growth and peace of our ‘äina. In the fourth verse, 
Kamali expresses the depth of his commitment, 
using the word “sila,” “sealed” or “branded,” as 
well as “steeled” in his resolve. He describes this 
dedication as an aloha that is “küpa‘a,” “steadfast,” 

and “firmly fixed” in ‘äina. He then extends aloha 
to the Mö‘ï Lili‘uokalani and the “hae kalaunu,” 
crown flag of Hawai‘i, demonstrating that by 
1895, both the Queen and the flag had become 
inextricably interwoven into, and were extensions 
of the ea (life, breath, sovereignty) of our ‘äina.

 In his concluding verse, Kamali again 
expresses the endurance of aloha ‘äina, dedicating 
his mele to “Ke aloha aina paa mau loa.” He 
assures the audience of his time (and ours!) that 
aloha ‘äina will be forever firm, solid, secure. 
It cannot be shaken no matter the challenges 
faced—whether the overthrow of our Kingdom, an 
unsuccessful military restoration of that Kingdom, 
or even the passing of a hundred plus years as we 
continue to seek the pono of our land, people, and 
sovereignty—Ke Aloha ‘Äina Pa‘a Mau Loa!

I. Censorship of the Press

Translation:
Due to the kindness of the Sheriff, H. R. Hitchcock, we have been allowed 

to publish again our newspapers “Ka Leo o ka Lahui” and “Ka Oiaio.” While the 
government is operating under martial law, we recognize that it is the correct 
course of action that all newspapers be published with caution, that angry ideas 
and political debating be discarded, and that we carefully plan our peaceful 
existence within this archipelago. It is extremely important that we have been once 
again granted the time to meet again with our friends and warriors who read Ka 
Leo o ka Lahui and Ka Oiaio . . . .  Therefore, it is with great caution in every manner 
that we conduct ourselves; think, share, and weigh the appropriate actions so that 
our existence in our land is calm and pleasing, and so that the living of all lähui of 
Hawai‘i is blessed.

Notes: 
There were several pro-Hawaiian newspapers in print when the counter-

revolution began on January 6, 1895. The Republic of Hawai‘i, however, 
immediately established martial law and suspended the publication of these 
newspapers from January 7, 1895 through March 11, 1895. When the newspapers 
did come back into publication, they had to do so with great care for fear of being 
shut down again. This fear and necessity for care was clearly described by the 
editors of Nupepa Ka Oiaio in their first issue when this piece was published. One 
of the interesting perspectives revealed here are the words used to describe these 
newspapers as “ka kakou nupepa” or “our” newspaper, where the word “käkou,” 
is a pronoun that includes both the speaker and the listeners (or in this case, the 
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yielding authority to the United States, rather than to 
the Provisional Government. Antone Rosa, S. K. Kane, 
J. Kaulukou, and James A. Magoon also appeared as 
counsel for various prisoners.

The Queen was arrested on January 16, 1895, and 
although initially charged with treason, eventually stood 
trial for thirteen counts of misprision or concealment of 
treason. On January 24, 1895, before her trial and while 
being held prisoner in an upstairs bedroom of ‘Iolani 
Palace, the Queen abdicated. In her book, Hawaii’s Story 
By Hawaii’s Queen, the Queen renounced the abdication, 
explaining that she had been misled into signing it, 
believing that the prisoners would be put to death if she 
did not sign.

 All of the trials were held in the ‘Iolani Palace 
throne room, stripped bare and appropriately austere 
for a military tribunal. The Queen’s trial began on the 
morning of February 8, 1895, and newspaper accounts of 
the time note that the Queen was dignified, composed, 
and attentive to the proceedings.

 Neumann called into question the validity of 
the Commission and its jurisdiction over the Queen. 
He pointed out that at the time of her supposed crimes, 
the Queen had not formally abdicated and owed no 
allegiance to the Republic. He also argued that the 
there was no military exigency that required a military 
commission and that the courts of the Republic were fully 
operational. Not surprisingly, the Commission rejected 
all of these arguments, as they had in the trials of other 
Royalists.

 A number of witnesses were called against the 
Queen, including her personal secretary and some of her 
retainers. Police Captain Robert Parker testified that he 
had discovered bombs, rifles, revolvers, and ammunition 
on the grounds of Washington Place, the Queen’s home. 
A fragment of a shell case, part of a bomb, was found 
on the Queen’s desk. The Queen’s secretary, William 
Kaae, testified that the Queen had drawn up documents, 
including a new constitution and eleven commissions 
appointing various men to positions in the restored 
government, in anticipation of a new government. Samuel 
Nowlein, one of the leaders of the restoration effort, 
testified about the efforts to restore the constitutional 
monarchy, but his testimony was of little use to the 
prosecution since he ultimately stated that a conversation 
with the Queen about the Royalist effort occurred after the 
effort had already failed. The most damaging testimony 
came from Charles Clark, one of the Queen’s retainers 
who lived at Washington Place, who had knowledge of 

In January of 1895, those loyal to Queen Lili‘uokalani 
attempted to regain control of the government. Royalists 
organized an armed restoration effort to bring the Queen 
back to the throne. Despite months of planning and 
importing arms from the West Coast of the United States, 
the restoration effort was crushed just as it was about to 
be launched.  

On January 7, 1895, the Republic’s President, 
Sanford Dole, declared martial law pursuant to Article 
31 of the 1894 Constitution of the Republic, a constitution 
that was not supported by a majority of Hawai‘i residents. 
The declaration read:

 The right of writ of habeas corpus is hereby 
suspended and Martial Law is instituted and 
established throughout the Island of Oahu, to 
continue until further notice, during which time, 
however, the Courts will continue in session and 
conduct ordinary business as usual, except as 
aforesaid.

Dole’s cabinet debated how the Royalist prisoners 
would be tried. Under the laws at the time, trying the 
prisoners in the regular court system, which was still in 
session and conducting “ordinary business as usual,” 
would mean that the prisoners should be tried before a 
jury of their peers. A jury of Native Hawaiians would 
judge the guilt or innocence of the native Royalists, but 
two problems confronted the Republic. Would native 
juries convict the Native Hawaiians seeking to reinstate 
the constitutional monarchy? The Republic did not wish 
to test this proposition. Moreover, how could native juries 
be assembled when so few Native Hawaiians had sworn 
allegiance to the Republic? Ultimately, the Republic’s 
solution was a Military Commission.

Dole appointed a seven-member Military 
Commission to hear the cases. The president of the 
Commission was Colonel William Austin Whiting, a 
former Attorney General of the Kingdom and a Circuit 
Court Judge of the Republic. Captain William A. Kinney 
was appointed Judge Advocate, or prosecutor. Both 
men were specially appointed to the National Guard in 
order to serve, while the other commissioners had been 
members of the National Guard since its organization in 
1893.

 The prisoners were allowed counsel, with 
Paul Neumann, Attorney General under the Queen’s 
government, acting as the lead attorney for most of the 
Royalists throughout the trials.  Neumann had remained 
loyal to the Queen, drafting her statement in 1893 

The Trial of Queen Lili‘uokalani By Melody Kapilialoha 
MacKenzie



experiencing, it is reasonable to understand how a 
dream of this kind would hold much importance, 
even hope, for the future of our Nation.

 Within this article, the translator, Kilokilo 
Dimerata, explains the importance of hierarchy, 
and its relationship to Liliu‘okalani’s highest 
standing throughout Hawai‘i Pae ‘Äina.  A picture 
is painted of kähili and Ali‘i representation, 
standing on a hill at different levels, possibly 
symbolizing genealogy and foundation to Lili‘u’s 
eventual rule.  As these kähili and Ali‘i are placed 
and named in the picture, Lili‘u remains at the top, 
beneath a rainbow.  Keao takes a number of these 
images and magically weaves them into an oli of 
traditional proportions.  His incorporation of these 

poetic expressions helps to amplify the deeper 
meanings as expressed throughout the dream.  
He includes phonetically pleasing phrases that 
compliment the imagery depicted.  

It is with great humility and honor we perform 
this oli, as if to be two maka‘äinana at the turn of 
the century, reminding each other of this hopeful 
dream that was recorded earlier in our nüpepa.  Our 
presentation of oli is supported by the fact that in 
reality, we are two Hawaiian Nationals anticipating 
the day of de-occupation.

Paul Neumann making his address on behalf of the ex-queen at her trial in the palace.

author and the readers). Therefore, the readers are included in this description and acknowledged as stakeholders 
in the thoughts, ideas, and perspectives of the paper.

II. The Cover of Kaua Kuloko (1895)

Translation: 
Civil War 1895
 The Attempt to Overthrow the Un-Unified Government, 
the Republic of Hawaii.

Notes: 
As a result of the shutdown of the Hawaiian press in the 

days and weeks following the start of the counter-revolution, 
there was little reporting of the events of the Kaua Küloko from 
the perspective of the po‘e aloha ‘äina. As a means to fill that 
void, the Papapai Mahu Press published a historical account of 
the events of the kaua küloko and the ensuring court martial 
in a book entitled Kaua Kuloko 1895: Ka Hoao ana e Hookahuli i ke 
Aupuni i Lokahi Ole ia, ka Repubalika o Hawaii. 

This subtitle is quite telling in and of itself. It describes the 
contents of the book as relating to the attempted overthrow of 
the government. However, it doesn’t just name that government 
as the Republic of Hawai‘i, but also includes a description of the 
government as one that was “Lökahi ‘Ole” or “Without Unity.”

The cover also included a large Hawaiian flag printed in color. Although it was also the flag of the Republic, 
it was unquestionably a symbol of the Hawaiian Kingdom and its independence, especially given that the 
perpetrators of the overthrow had immediately replaced the Hawaiian flag with the U.S. one, only removing it 
upon order of U.S. Special Investigator Blount. 

III. Selections from Kaua Kuloko

a.  The Motivations for Publishing  
Kaua Kuloko (1895)

Original
Ua lawe ia mai keia moolelo me ka awiwi nui e 

ka Lunahooponopono, mai loko ponoi mai o na olelo-
ike i waiho piha ia ae imua o ka Ahahookolokolo Koa 
ma ka Hale Mana Hooko, a ka Lunahooponopono e 
lana nei ka manao, e loaa ana i ka lehulehu holookoa 
mai Hawaii a Niihau, ka moolelo piha me ka pololei 
e pili ana i keia hihia, a me na mea hou ano nui e ae i 
hoomakaukau ia no keia Buke (Spencer, 1895, p. 3).

Translation: 
This historical account was undertaken with 

great speed by the Editor, directly from within the 
testimonies that were placed before the Military Court 
in the Administrative Building, which the Editor hopes 
will provide the entire public with the complete and 
correct history pertaining to this case as well as the 

 

Preface, Spencer clearly articulates his intent 
to provide “ka moolelo piha me ka pololei” or 

events. As the only perspective that had been censored 
was that of the po‘e aloha ‘äina, it can be inferred 
that Spencer’s intent is to ensure the recording and 
recounting of that perspective.

additional items which were prepared for this Book.
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       Thomas P. Spencer, the “Lunahooponopono”
or “Editor” of the Kaua Kuloko 1895 explained 
his motivation for publishing the text. In the
Preface, Spencer clearly articulates his intent
to provide “ka moolelo piha me ka pololei” or 
“the complete and correct historical account” of the
events. As the only perspective that had been consored
was that of the po‘e aloha ‘äina, it can be inferred
that Spencer’s intent is to ensure the recording and 
recounting of that perspective.



b. Portraits at the front of Kaua Kuloko 
 Translations of Captions

LILIUOKALANI

Queen of Hawai‘i’s Archipelago whose 
government was overthrown Jan. 17, 1893, and 
abdicated the Throne, Jan. 24, 1895.

Robert W. Wilikoki, 

Lead Military Officer of the Hawaiian Soldiers in 
the Kaua Küloko of 1895 in his Italian dress uniform

Notes  

pictures of several important people. First is the 
Queen of the Hawaiian Kingdom, Lili‘uokalani, with 
Robert W. Wilikoki (Wilcox) on the facing page. Their 
pictures are followed by Sanford B. Dole, President of 
the Republic, and then J. W. Fisher, Lt. Colonel of the 
republic’s troops. Opposite Fisher’s picture is a picture 
of the “Kahua Kaua o Waikiki,” or “Battle Ground of 
Waikiki.” Included in the caption is a description of 
“Generala (!) Sam Nolena” or “General Sam Nowlein” 
with the “pualikoa Hawaii” or “Hawaiian forces.” 
Although not an official “General” for the Hawaiian 
troops, the exclamation point following his rank is an 
assertion that he acted as a general in the planning 
and execution of the battle, as well as a sign of respect 
for his leadership role. Not only is it significant that 
the Queen, Wilikoki, and Nolena are pictured, but 
their order in the book is also significant, with the 
Queen appearing first, while the then-president of the 

Republic of Hawai‘i appears after both the Queen and 
one of the leaders of the Hawaiian troops. In addition, 
the only action scene shows the Hawaiian warriors. 

 These images are especially important, as they 
were not all included in the 2000 reprint of this book by 
Bishop Museum Press (editor Duane Wenzel).

c. Aloha ‘Äina in the Introduction
Original
E hoomanao ia ma keia, o na koa kipi na lakou ka 

hoala haunaele, oia no ka poe malalo o ke aloha aina 
e hoihoi hou i ka Moiwahine maluna o ka Nohoalii 
o Hawaii aina, a ka lahui ili-ulaula i kupaa ai no elua 
makahiki i hala hope ae, a e kupaa nei no a hiki iloko o 
keia la.

(Spencer, 1895, p. 3)

Translation
Let us be reminded in this, that the rebel troops, 

those who incited this rebellion, they are the people 
operating under aloha aina who seek to again return 
the Queen onto the Throne of Hawai‘i’s land, that the 
dark-skinned people have stood firmly in support of 
for the two years past, and who are standing firm until 
today.

Notes 
Spencer, as the editor, makes it very clear that the 

people who incited the rebellion were motivated by 
aloha ‘äina—a deep sense of affection and loyalty to 
their land base. This affirms the central importance of 
Aloha ‘Äina in this attempted restoration of the Queen 
and the independence of the Hawaiian Kingdom. 

The oli performed at the beginning of the 
depiction of the 1895 trial of Queen Liliu‘okalani 
was written by Dr. Keao NeSmith.  It was Hawai‘i 
Pono‘ï’s consensus that inspired us to add an 
oli component to this reenactment of a most 
devastating time in our Hawai‘i history.  In order 
to “set the stage” we felt strongly that an element of 
maka‘äinana would be appropriate and powerful in 
this presentation.  

 This oli is inspired by a mo‘olelo that was 
found in the Ka Makaainana nupepa, Volume 5, 
Number 13, printed on March 30, 1896.  It is an 
article about an unusual dream had by Lökälia 
on December 26, 1895. Though the dream is 
written entirely in Hawaiian, the article includes 
a translation of sorts that also lends itself to being 
an interpretation of not only Hawaiian to English, 
but imagery to meaning.  Though the meanings 
expressed in this translation may have been widely 
understood and accepted at that time, currently 
most of us struggle to grasp the concepts with our 
modern, non-Hawai‘i minds. 

 This dream occurred in 1895, a time of great 
unrest for our Hawai‘i Nation.  Nearly three years 
prior, our Queen was unlawfully removed from 
the throne by a few greedy, missionary-descendant 
business men with the unauthorized assistance of 
the American military.  Hawaiian Nationals were 
passionately participating in writing campaigns to 
protest the actions of the provisional government, 
the republic, and American law-makers who were 
pro-annexation.  It was common knowledge at that 
time that this was an unlawful action, and further, 
hard to believe that America would actually sanction 
such.  After all, how can America “take” Hawai‘i, 
while She stands on her own merits, recognized in 
the international arena as a friendly Nation?  Still, 
the movement of these traitors compelled Hawai‘i 
Nationals to protest the actions for annexation by the 
self-declared “provisional” government and demand 
restoration of the Hawaiian Kingdom and the Queen 
to her throne.  Appreciating the extraordinary 
anxiety that our communities must have been 

E ka pueo kau, ka pueo kia‘i pö
He aha ko ka pö, he aha ko ke ao?
Eia a‘e ku‘u li‘a, he moe ko ka pö
Hea mai ka leo o ku‘u lani
Eia a‘e nä pua ali‘i, e hele ‘oe, e hele ‘oe e ‘ike
E ‘ike i ke kau mai o ke änuenue e pipi‘o lani nei

E pipi‘i ana ku‘u lani i ka piko pu‘u kau
I ka hikina ka palena i Pälehua
Nä lehua wehe makanoe lihilihi maka këhau
Ku‘upau ku‘u nononoke i ke panepo‘o lua lani
Mäkolukolu ku‘u li‘a i ku‘u lani lele i ka pö io Akua

‘O Ka‘ehuwahanui pa‘a käna kähili
‘O Wahanui pa‘a käna kähili
‘O Hakaleleponi pa‘a käna kähili lani
‘O Makanoe pa‘a kähili hulu ‘ae‘ae, hulu löloa
Papauaho Pauahi ku‘u lani me Kaleleonälani
He ko‘o lani ku‘u lima, ku‘u kuko, ku‘upau ë

‘O ‘oe e Lili‘u ka ‘önohi ‘e‘ena i ka pö
Höpëpë ku‘u na‘au, walania wela lua iä ‘oe
Kö lä ia e hehikü ai i ke panepo‘o
Ua hiki mai, ua ea mai i luna o ka pahu hae
Ka hae kalaunu e kü pono nei
Ä nei ke öla‘i o ka honua
Ä Kahikikü, Kahikimoe ë

Ua ala ku‘u moe iä ‘oe e ka lani
E ka lani kau i ke panepo‘o o ka moku
Eia kö kahua, kö hale ali‘i, kö aupuni
Ua pa‘a ka papa honua i ka ‘oihana ali‘i
Nä pua ali‘i e ko‘o nei i ka hele lani
Hea mai e ho‘i hou, e ho‘i hou nö i ka noho ali‘i
Ua ‘ikea ä.

by Dr. Keao NeSmith

Mele Lahui:  
E Ka Pueo Kau, Ka Pueo Kia‘i Pö

By Manu Ka‘iama

 The first pages of  Kaua Kuloko 1895 contain 

       Translation
       Let us be reminded in this, that the rebel troops,
those who incited this rebellion, they are the people
operating under aloha ‘äina who seek to again return
the Queen onto the Throne of Hawai‘i’s land, that the
dark-skinned people have stood firmly in support of
for the two years past, and who are standing firm until
today.



1898
Annexation

1909
Ali‘i Trust 

Established

1921
Hawaiian Homes
Commission Act

1959
Statehood

1978
State Con Con

1993
The Apology Bill

Proponents of annexation forward a new annexation treaty to President McKinley.  
Representatives from Hawaiian patriotic leagues travel to Washington D.C. and present two 
related anti-annexation petitions with a total of 38,000 signatures.  The annexation treaty 
fails.

The Spanish American War begins.  Hawai‘i is seen as an essential acquisition for U.S. 
military purposes.  Annexationists attempt to have Hawai‘i annexed via a joint resolution, a 
form of legislation that affects only internal U.S. matters.  The joint resolution passes with a 
simple majority vote instead of the two-thirds required to pass a treaty.  The U.S. proceeds 
with an annexation ceremony on August 12.  On August 13, the U.S. military occupies 
Hawai‘i to prepare for its engagement in the Philippines.  The Republic of Hawai‘i cedes to 
the U.S. 1.8 million acres of Hawaiian Kingdom government lands and crown lands (lands 
of the ruling monarch).

Queen Lili‘uokalani establishes a third Ali‘i Trust, dedicated to the welfare of orphaned 
children.  In 1911, the trust is amended to direct that her estate be used “for the benefit 
of orphan and destitute children in the Hawaiian islands, the preference to be given to 
Hawaiian children of pure or part aboriginal blood.” 

Affirming a special relationship between the U.S. and Native Hawaiians, the U.S. enacts the 
Hawaiian Homes Commission Act of 1920.  It reserves for Native Hawaiian homesteading 
over 203,500 acres of the ceded Hawaiian Kingdom crown and government lands that were 
deemed unusable for growing sugar.

Hawai‘i becomes a state.  Reaffirming the U.S. trust obligation to Native Hawaiians, the 
U.S. cedes to the State of Hawai‘i 1.4 million acres of Hawaiian Kingdom crown and 
government lands, requiring that it be used for five purposes, including “the betterment of 
the conditions of native Hawaiians.”

Hawaiian leaders organize in the Hawai‘i State Constitutional Convention to have the State 
honor its obligation to use some of its ceded lands revenues to improve the condition of 
Native Hawaiians, ultimately leading to the creation of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs. In 
other provisions, Hawaiian language is adopted as one of the official languages of Hawai‘i, 
the state reaffirms traditional and customary rights and practices and adopts the study of 
Hawaiian culture, history and language as part of the public education curriculum.

The U.S. enacts Public Law 103-150 apologizing for the U.S. role in the overthrow and the 
“suppression of the inherent sovereignty of the Native Hawaiian people.” 

1897
Annexation Treaty
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I keia ao e holo nei. . .

Affirming a special relationship between the U.S. and Native Hawaiians, in July 1921 the U.S. 
enacts the “Hawaiian Homes Commission Act, 1920.” The Act reserves for Native Hawaiian 
homesteading over 203,500 acres of the ceded Hawaiian Kingdom crown and government lands 
that were deemed unusable for growing sugar.

Hawai‘i becomes a state. Reaffirming the U.S. trust obligation to Native Hawaiians, the
U.S. cedes to the State of Hawai‘i 1.4 million acres of Hawaiian Kingdom crown and
government lands, requiring that they be used for five purposes, including “the betterment of
the conditions of native Hawaiians.”

Hawaiian leaders organize in the Hawai‘i State Constitutional Convention to have the State
honor its obligation to use some of its ceded lands revenues to improve the condition of
Native Hawaiians, ultimately leading to the creation of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs. In
other provisions, Hawaiian language is adopted as one of the official languages of Hawai‘i,
and the State reaffirms traditional and customary rights and practices and adopts the study of
Hawaiian culture, history and language as part of the public education curriculum.

d.  Ki‘i Kalaunu—Royal Seal in  
Kaua Kuloko 1895 

Original
O keia kii Kalaunu maluna ae, oia no ke kii o ke 

Kalaunu Alii o ke aupuni Hawaii, i aponoia a i ike ia 
mai e na mana aupuni hoopaa kuikahi i noho hoaloha 
me Hawaii aina no ka hapalua keneturia i hala hope 
ae nei a hiki i ka la 17 o Ianuari, M.H. 1893, ua kapae ia 
aku ia a nalohia malalo o ka hookahuli aupuni i kokua 
ia e kekahi mana aupuni kuwaho, a e ku nei hoi ka 
Repubalika i keia la maluna o Hawaii Aupuni-alii. 

 Aloha nui oe e ke Kalaunu alii o na 
Kamehameha.” (Spencer, 1895, p. 6)

Translation: 
This Crown emblem above, is indeed the royal 

emblem of the Hawaiian kingdom, which was affirmed 
and acknowledged by the treaty-making powers who 
established diplomatic relations with Hawai‘i for the 
previous half century until January 17, 1893, when 
it was discarded and made to disappear under the 
overthrow of the government that was assisted by the 
power of a foreign nation, and which the Republic 
rules today over the royal government of Hawai‘i.

 Much aloha to you, royal seal of the 
Kamehameha family.

Notes: 
Following the “Papa Kuhikuhi” or “Table of 

Contents,” Spencer provides additional evidence of his 
support of the independent monarchical government 
of Hawai‘i, with a page dedicated to the royal seal of 
the Hawaiian Kingdom along with explanatory text in 
which Spencer reminds the reader of the sovereignty 
of the Kingdom of Hawai‘i and the diplomatic 
relations it had established with other nations of 
the world, and the recognition it had received from 
these nations through their treaty-making powers. In 
addition, Spencer also refers to the manner in which 
the sovereign status of the kingdom was discarded 
(“käpae ‘ia), and disappeared (“nalohia”).

e. Mele lähui in Kaua Kuloko 1895

Notes
The Kaua Kuloko 1895 publication includes six 

mele lähui. The first of these is entitled “Ke Aloha Aina 
Paa Mau Loa” and is followed by “Ke Ala Malihini 
Aloehuehu.” In addition, six more mele lähui appear 
at the end of the book. (These last six are especially 
significant as they were not included in the Bishop 
Museum’s 2000 reprint of the book and so have not 
been widely circulated.) This small collection of mele 
lähui, appearing as they do at the beginning and end 
of the book, are a framework for the narrative and 
clearly ground that narrative in aloha ‘äina.  The mele 
were written by the Hawaiian soldiers themselves 
either during the kaua küloko or while imprisoned 
afterwards. Three of the eight are titled in honor of 
aloha ‘äina and all seven of the eight honor the po‘e 
aloha ‘äina in their final lines.



Bernice Pauahi Bishop, great-granddaughter of Kamehameha I, dies on Oct. 16, 1884. In
her Last Will and Testament, Pauahi establishes the second Ali‘i Trust, leaving her estate to
erect and maintain The Kamehameha Schools for the education of Hawaiian children. The
School for Boys opens its doors in 1887. The School for Girls opens in1894.

Royalist forces loyal to the Queen staged an armed rebellion against the Republic of Hawai‘i in 
January 1895. Outnumbered and out-armed, they were soon defeated. The Republic of Hawai‘i 
took Queen Lili‘uokalani into custody, charged her as a co-conspirator, and tried her before a 
military tribunal in February 1895. Before the trial, she signed a document abdicating her throne 
in return for the commutation of the death sentences and reduction of the prison time imposed 
on her loyal supporters. She was convicted of abetting treason and imprisoned in ‘Iolani Palace 
for eight months.

The Republic of Hawai‘i legislates that English be the medium of instruction in public and
private schools, severely restricting the continuity of Hawaiian as the most common mode of 
communication.

Hawai‘i’s first elected king, William Lunalilo, reigns for one year before his untimely death.  
He establishes the first of the Ali‘i Trusts.  His trust is dedicated to caring for Hawaiian 
elderly.

The U.S. and the Kingdom of Hawai‘i ratify a reciprocity treaty, allowing for duty-free entry 
of Hawai‘i sugar to the U.S.  As a result, the sugar industry enjoys phenomenal profits and 
expands at an exponential rate. Hawai‘i begins to change dramatically as land and water 
resources are increasingly devoted to sugar production.    

Bernice Pauahi Bishop, great-granddaughter of Kamehameha I, dies on Oct. 16, 1884.  In 
her Last Will and Testament, Pauahi establishes the second Ali‘i Trust, leaving her estate to 
erect and maintain The Kamehameha Schools for the education of Hawaiian children.  The 
School for Boys opens its doors in 1887.  The School for Girls opens 1894.

Sugar interests emboldened by their own paramilitary force intimidate the King into signing 
a constitution of their own design.  Though the Bayonet Constitution is never lawfully 
ratified, the sugar interests in the Hawaiian government apply this constitution to limit 
Native Hawaiian voting rights and the powers of the king.  This facilitates the passage of a 
new treaty with the U.S. that offers the U.S. exclusive use of Pearl Harbor in exchange for 
continued duty-free entry of sugar from Hawai‘i to the U.S. 

New U.S. legislation ends the competitive advantages that earlier treaties afforded the 
Hawai‘i sugar industry, dealing the sugar businessmen in Hawai‘i a devastating blow.  They 
start planning for the annexation of Hawai‘i to the U.S. as a permanent solution to ensure 
their continued profits.

Responding to requests from her people, Queen Lili‘uokalani prepares a new constitution to 
restore voting rights to Native Hawaiians and naturalized citizens and to reinstate the former 
authorities of the ruling monarch.

Sugar business interests initiate their plan, orchestrated with U.S. Minister John Stevens, to 
have Hawai‘i annexed to the U.S.  In violation of established Hawaiian-American treaties, 
Stevens orders that U.S. marines land and station themselves adjacent to the main Hawaiian 
government building.  With this shield, the annexationists proclaim that the Hawaiian 
Kingdom is ended and that a Provisional Government is established until annexation with 
the U.S. occurs.  Stevens declares the Provisional Government as the legitimate government.

To avoid armed conflict with the U.S. marines under Stevens’ authority, Lili‘uokalani, under 
protest, conditionally yields her sovereign authority to the U.S. until the U.S. completes an 
investigation of its agents’ involvement and undoes the actions of those agents.

President Cleveland withdraws the annexation treaty from Congress.  U.S. Special 
Commissioner James Blount is sent to Hawai‘i to investigate and finds that U.S. 
representatives were responsible for the overthrow.  President Cleveland refers to the United 
States’ involvement as “an act of war” and requests Congress to support the reinstatement of 
the Hawaiian Kingdom. 

Members of the Provisional Government realize annexation will not occur under President 
Cleveland.  They rename themselves the “Republic of Hawai‘i” and wait for the political 
tide to turn.   

The Republic of Hawai‘i legislates that English be the medium of instruction in public and 
private schools, severely restricting the continuity of Hawaiian as the most common mode of 
communication.
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Polynesians settle Hawai‘i (0-500 AD).  A vibrant, sustainable Hawaiian society evolves 
from its ancestral roots.  Hawaiian fishponds, agricultural systems, complex governing 
mechanisms, featherwork, hula, and a host of other Hawaiian innovations emerge.  
 

British naval Captain James Cook encounters Hawai‘i.  The Native Hawaiian population is 
estimated at the time to be between 400,000 and 800,000.  European and U.S. ships arrive 
following Cook’s “discovery.”  Hawaiians are exposed to foreign diseases and succumb to 
these by the tens of thousands through the next century. 

Kamehameha I politically unifies Hawai‘i, establishing the Hawaiian Kingdom.

American Protestant missionaries arrive.  Western education and commerce assume 
growing importance. 

Kamehameha III, the Council of Chiefs, and key Western advisors collaborate on the first 
constitution, codifying in written form citizens’ rights and establishing a process by which 
Hawaiian Kingdom laws are adopted.   
 

France and Britain issue a joint declaration formally recognizing the Hawaiian Kingdom as 
an independent sovereign nation.  

The Mähele begins to transform the Hawaiian land tenure system to a Western one based 
on private property ownership. Private land ownership paves the way for lucrative sugar 
plantations operated by businessmen of American and European descent.

The U.S. and the Hawaiian Kingdom enter into the Hawaiian-American Treaty of 
Friendship, Commerce, and Navigation of 1849, committing the nations to peaceful 
political and economic interaction.

 
Queen Emma Kaleleonälani and Alexander Liholiho, King Kamehameha IV established 
the Queen’s Hospital to bring “western-style” medicine to help combat diseases that were 
decimating the Hawaiian population.   
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Queen Emma Kaleleonälani and Alexander Liholiho, King Kamehameha IV, established
the Queen’s Hospital to bring “western-style” medicine to help combat diseases that were
decimating the Hawaiian population.



Reflections on Mana
The Queen in 1895   

 It is the autumn of 2013, and the United 
States is once again considering a military 
intervention somewhere in the world. Unlike the 
post 9-11 invasions, the contemplated attack on
Syria is not based on revenge, nor is it based
entirely on ideology (Korea, Vietnam) or imperial 
opportunity (Hawai‘i, the Philippines, Panama 
etc). In fact, the United States appears to be going 
through a rare public discussion of the uses and 
misuses of force in the life of a nation and its
relationships with the rest of the world.
 It seems a most appropriate time to consider 
how our Queen contemplated the uses and misuses 
of violence in the years that she led our nation from 
her throne until 1893, and from her very presence 
up until the day she died. In a number of my 
essays, I have described her amazing courage in 
January, 1893, when she disarmed her own defend-
ers in order to spare their lives and allowed the 
violent treachery of the Committee of Safety to be 
aimed directly and solely at her.  I believe it oc-
curred to her that “yielding to the superior military 
force of the United States” opened the lähui to an 
unpredictable array of violences, and that she might 
not again be in a position to prevent or even miti-
gate the oppression of her people. So her bravery 
was not merely a personal and physical strength, 
but a political courage based on the calculation 
that the United States was a better country than it 
turned out to be.
 She had no such misperceptions about the 
Committee members nor about the make-believe 
republic they created a year and a half later.
Indeed, she knew these men well, had observed 
their outrageous, racist arrogance deployed
against her brother and her nation for a score of 
years, and understood that none of them could ever 
be trusted to live as faithful citizens in the Hawaiian 
nation that had sheltered and enriched them. Was it 
at all surprising that she found it difficult to enter-
tain the notion of pardoning the conspirators, even 
when the American representative Albert Willis 
urged her to consider it? The desire for peace did

not allow her to be naïve or to retreat from her
responsibilities to the laws of her government. Dole, 
Thurston, Smith, Kinney—they were all traitors not 
just to her, but to their own government and nation. 
If the Kingdom was based on laws, then Lili‘uokalani 
was required to at least consider the proper and 
lawful punishment for their crimes. 
 Similarly when Nowlein, Bertelmann, and 
Wilcox were planning the military action that they 
hoped would restore her to power, it seems
implausible that she was either ignorant of their 
plans or merely a passive observer, and we mistake 
her position if we insist that ignorance of their
plans would have been tantamount to innocence. 
If the Queen’s actions have demonstrated nothing 
else, they demonstrate that her nation and her 
government were always her first concern. The 
attempted restoration in 1895 was not about
restoring her; it was about restoring a real and 
legitimate government. Not only did she have the 
right to resist. She was absolutely obligated as an 
Ali‘i Nui, born to rule, to act for her people and 
allow them to act for her.
 But she was also the Sovereign, the fifth 
since Kamehameha III signed the Kingdom into 
existence as a constitutional monarchy, the fifth to 
preside over a multi-ethnic nation that had never 
invaded another country, never torn itself apart in 
racial strife, and had never muzzled nor intimidat-
ed the press and public criticism. The nation that 
the Queen sought to protect and defend was not 
just the lähui of her Känaka Maoli, but the modern 
and liberal government that her predecessors had 
created and nurtured for their native subjects, for 
the haole and Asian immigrants who had taken 
oaths of allegiance to the crown, and for their
children and grandchildren who were born
Hawaiian subjects.
 It was for that country that the Queen
risked her liberty and perhaps her life, and when 
the restoration failed she did not hesitate to abdicate 
her rule to protect the lives of those who had been 
arrested on her behalf. For a leader to have 

By Jonathan Kay
Kamakawiwo‘ole Osorio



behaved so nobly and to be treated like a criminal is not 
a unique thing. But her dignity and wisdom as the events 
unfolded demonstrate that she never saw the treachery of 
the Committee or the disgraceful opportunism of the United 
States as a personal affront. Shortly before she died she 
uttered these words, revealing the depth of character and 
self-examination that anyone who has ever contemplated 
force and violence should possess:

 You must remember never to cease to act because you 
fear you may fail. The way to lose any earthly kingdom 
is to be inflexible, intolerant, and prejudicial. Another 
way is to be too flexible, tolerant of too many wrongs, 
and without judgment at all. It is a razor's edge. It is the 
width of a blade of pili grass.  (Allen, 401)

What strikes me is how tawdry and trivial were the 
aims of the tribunal that tried and convicted Lili‘uokalani 
in 1895. There was never any attempt to dignify her trial 
as an exercise of law. None of her prosecutors felt enough 
shame for what they had done to try and legitimize their 
actions. They tried Lili‘u because they were in a position 
to demonstrate that their kind of power did not require an 
ethical or moral foundation. They could do whatever they 
wished with her, but what they yearned for was nothing 
more than to crush her spirit and make her acknowledge 
that they were her masters. 

The Queen defied them in 1895 as she had in 1893, 
as she would for the rest of her life by demonstrating that 
real power, mana, has little to do with the ability to crush, 
and everything to do with earning respect. More than one 
hundred years later, hundreds of thousands of Känaka 
Maoli regardless of our age, position in life, or political 
leaning revere the Queen for her mana, while the names 
Smith, Wilder, Thurston and Kinney are recited with disdain 
by Känaka, if they are spoken at all.

I wonder if their descendents believe that they got 
the better end of the bargain? Because the United States 
territorialized Hawai‘i, at the desperate urging of the 
republic’s instigators, many of their descendents have lived 
lives of privilege and ease. They are to be pitied if they are 
satisfied with that. From the Queen’s example we Känaka 
know that we are an honorable, brave, and persistent 
people. We have taken the treachery of all the republic’s 
men and made from it a story that honors decency, courage, 
and goodness. The republic did its worst. The Queen did her 
best. That is a story not just for the Hawaiians but for  
all nations.

At two o’clock on the 
afternoon of the 27th of February 
I was again called into court, 
and sentence passed upon me. 
It was the extreme penalty for 
“misprision of treason,”—a fine 
of $5,000, and imprisonment at 
hard labor for five years. I need 
not add that it was never executed, 
and that it was probably no part of 
the intention of the government to 
execute it, except, perhaps, in some 
future contingency. Its sole present 
purpose was to terrorize the native 
people and to humiliate me.  (289)
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Proponents of annexation forward a new annexation treaty to President McKinley.  
Representatives from Hawaiian patriotic leagues travel to Washington D.C. and present two 
related anti-annexation petitions with a total of 38,000 signatures.  The annexation treaty 
fails.

The Spanish American War begins.  Hawai‘i is seen as an essential acquisition for U.S. 
military purposes.  Annexationists attempt to have Hawai‘i annexed via a joint resolution, a 
form of legislation that affects only internal U.S. matters.  The joint resolution passes with a 
simple majority vote instead of the two-thirds required to pass a treaty.  The U.S. proceeds 
with an annexation ceremony on August 12.  On August 13, the U.S. military occupies 
Hawai‘i to prepare for its engagement in the Philippines.  The Republic of Hawai‘i cedes to 
the U.S. 1.8 million acres of Hawaiian Kingdom government lands and crown lands (lands 
of the ruling monarch).

Queen Lili‘uokalani establishes a third Ali‘i Trust, dedicated to the welfare of orphaned 
children.  In 1911, the trust is amended to direct that her estate be used “for the benefit 
of orphan and destitute children in the Hawaiian islands, the preference to be given to 
Hawaiian children of pure or part aboriginal blood.” 

Affirming a special relationship between the U.S. and Native Hawaiians, the U.S. enacts the 
Hawaiian Homes Commission Act of 1920.  It reserves for Native Hawaiian homesteading 
over 203,500 acres of the ceded Hawaiian Kingdom crown and government lands that were 
deemed unusable for growing sugar.

Hawai‘i becomes a state.  Reaffirming the U.S. trust obligation to Native Hawaiians, the 
U.S. cedes to the State of Hawai‘i 1.4 million acres of Hawaiian Kingdom crown and 
government lands, requiring that it be used for five purposes, including “the betterment of 
the conditions of native Hawaiians.”

Hawaiian leaders organize in the Hawai‘i State Constitutional Convention to have the State 
honor its obligation to use some of its ceded lands revenues to improve the condition of 
Native Hawaiians, ultimately leading to the creation of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs. In 
other provisions, Hawaiian language is adopted as one of the official languages of Hawai‘i, 
the state reaffirms traditional and customary rights and practices and adopts the study of 
Hawaiian culture, history and language as part of the public education curriculum.

The U.S. enacts Public Law 103-150 apologizing for the U.S. role in the overthrow and the 
“suppression of the inherent sovereignty of the Native Hawaiian people.” 

1897
Annexation Treaty

K E Y  P O I N T S  I N 
H A W A I I A N  H I S T O R Y

w w w.huiohawai iponoi .org

I keia ao e holo nei. . .

K E Y  P O I N T S  I N

H A W A I I A N  H I S T O R Y

www.hawai iponoi . in fo
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THE HISTORICAL FIGURES

The Defendant

Lili‘uokalani

The Officers of the Tribunal

William Austin Whiting
A former Attorney General, and a member of the Queen's cabinet, he is the President of the Commission 
(Military Tribunal)

William A. Kinney  
Judge Advocate—He conducts the prosecution

Paul Neumann 
A former Attorney General in the Kingdom, he is the Queen's advocate in court, and also defended others 
accused of treason. He is Prussian

The Witnesses

Charles H. Clark 
A Washington Place retainer 

Joseph Ka‘auwai 
A Washington Place retainer

Sam Nowlein  
Former captain in the Queen's Royal Guard, and a current Washington Place retainer. He was a 
commander of the forces who attempted to overthrow the Republic; he turns state's evidence. 

THE FICTIONAL CHARACTERS

Käpa‘a  
A Hawaiian farmer who has journeyed on foot from Käne`ohe to see the trial

Nawai 
A Hawaiian newspaperman for Ka Makaainana, a Hawaiian-language newspaper

Patterson
A haole newspaperman for the Pacific Commercial Advertiser, an English-language newspaper

1st Guard and 2nd Guard

Cover art:  “ONIPA‘A”  Acrylic, cut paper, mixed media piece on ply 12x16 in. 2007 
From a series of ongoing work entitled Ku‘u ‘Äina Aloha, Beloved Land Beloved Country  
By Meleanna Meyer, reproduced by permission of the artist

As we watch today’s events unfold, with a power-driven and militaristic American government 
made inert by its inability to earn real respect in the world, we ought to consider the example of the Queen 
and the nation she so admirably led. No one knew better than she did what happens when guns become 
the substitutes for honor and principles, and how much more desperate a failure it is when even guns 
fail. I think that Lili‘uokalani, this magnificent Ali‘i, spent the rest of her life with that knowledge and 
understanding, as the petty tyrannies of the sugar companies and the American military mounted with 
each passing decade.  But I believe that her triumph was in demonstrating to her people how lacking in 
mana is the nation that lives for its wars; how lacking in goodness is the nation that destroys; how utterly 
without value are the people who live for themselves. 

Written in hand on State Archives photo "The ExQueen "A Prisoner" Entering rear door of her former Palace, Jan. 16, 1895   Figures from left identified as R. 
P. Waipa, A. M. Brown, Queen, and Col. Fisher
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On January 16, 1895, almost two years
to the day after the Overthrow, Queen 
Liliÿuokalani was arrested after a
failed attempt by Hawaiian royalists to
restore her to her throne.  In exchange
for the lives of the Royalists, the Queen
was forced to sign a document of
abdication relinquishing all her future
claims to the throne. At her trial, the
Queen denied having any knowledge
of the Royalists’ actions.  Nonetheless
she was convicted and imprisoned for
eight months in the upstairs bedroom
of ÿIolani Palace.

“It was the duty of the guards to
search whatever was sent to me 
before it was delivered into my 
hands. . . . I used to find great comfort
in the bits of newspaper that were
wrapped around my bouquets 
which were brought to me from my
own garden at Uluhaimalama. . . .
Flowers from home I unwrapped
myself, so as to be sure to save 
these bits of news which I sought 
opportunity at intervals to read.”

Queen Lili‘uokalani, on her
imprisonment in ‘Iolani Palace

Hawai‘i’s Story 
by Hawaii’s Queen (290 – 291)


