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ANNEXATION DEBATE

1873
King

Hawai‘i’s first elected king, William Lunalilo, reigns for one year before his untimely death.
He establishes the first of the Ali‘i Trusts. His trust is dedicated to caring for Hawaiian
elderly.

1875
reaty

The U.S. and the Kingdom of Hawai‘i ratify a reciprocity treaty, allowing for duty-free entry
of Hawai‘i sugar to the U.S. As a result, the sugar industry enjoys phenomenal profits and
expands at an exponential rate. Hawai‘i begins to change dramatically as land and water
resources are increasingly devoted to sugar production.

1884
hools
shed

Downtown Honolulu 1893

In the 1893 diagram below, you can see how far the U.S. Consulate and the U.S.
Legation are from Arion Hall where the U.S. troops were quartered to “protect
American life and property.” Also shown is the Police Station where the Hawaiian
troops and ministers were located close to Nu`uanu Avenue and where most of
the American
was located.
ThisI,positioning
the Hawaiian troops
Bernice
Pauahi Bishop,property
great-granddaughter
of Kamehameha
dies on Oct. 16, suggests
1884. In
her
Last
Will
and
Testament,
Pauahi
establishes
the
second
Ali‘i
Trust,
leaving
her
estate
to
were more favorably located to protect American lives and property than were the
establish The Kamehameha Schools for the education of Hawaiian children.
U.S. troops.

1887
onet
ution

Sugar interests emboldened by their own paramilitary force intimidate the King into signing
a constitution of their own design. Though the Bayonet Constitution is never lawfully
ratified, the sugar interests in the Hawaiian government apply this constitution to limit
Native Hawaiian voting rights and the powers of the king. This facilitates the passage of a
new treaty with the U.S. that offers the U.S. exclusive use of Pearl Harbor in exchange for
continued duty-free entry of sugar from Hawai‘i to the U.S.

1890
ation

New U.S. legislation ends the competitive advantages that earlier treaties afforded the
Hawai‘i sugar industry, dealing the sugar businessmen in Hawai‘i a devastating blow. They
start planning for the annexation of Hawai‘i to the U.S. as a permanent solution to ensure
their continued profits.

1893
hrow

Responding to requests from her people, Queen Lili‘uokalani prepares a new constitution to
restore voting rights to Native Hawaiians and naturalized citizens and to reinstate the former
authorities of the ruling monarch.

1894
awai‘i

1896
ng of
guage

Sugar business interests initiate their plan, orchestrated with U.S. Minister John Stevens, to
have Hawai‘i annexed to the U.S. In violation of established Hawaiian-American treaties,
Stevens orders that U.S. marines land and station themselves adjacent to the main Hawaiian
government building. With this shield, the annexationists proclaim that the Hawaiian
Kingdom is ended and that a Provisional Government is established until annexation with
the U.S. occurs. Stevens declares the Provisional Government as the legitimate government.
To avoid armed conflict with the U.S. marines under Stevens’ authority, Lili‘uokalani, under
protest, conditionally yields her sovereign authority to the U.S. until the U.S. completes an
investigation of its agents’ involvement and undoes the actions of those agents.
President Cleveland withdraws the annexation treaty from Congress. U.S. Special
Commissioner James Blount is sent to Hawai‘i to investigate and finds that U.S. Public meeting for signing petitions
representatives were responsible for the overthrow. President Cleveland refers to the United
opposing annexation of Hawai‘i to the
States’ involvement as “an act of war” and requests Congress to support the reinstatement of
United States. Hilo, Hawai‘i, 1897
the Hawaiian Kingdom.
Members of the Provisional Government realize annexation will not occur under President
Cleveland. They rename themselves the “Republic of Hawai‘i” and wait for the political
tide to turn.

The Republic of Hawai‘i legislates that English be the medium of instruction in public and
private schools, severely restricting the continuity of Hawaiian as the most common mode of
communication.

Mai Poina: The Annexation Debate 2012
Cast and Synopsis of the Historical Figures

The Historical Figures
James Keauiluna Kaulia
A successor to Joseph Näwahï as President of Hui Aloha ‘Äina, he was a member of the Hawaiian
delegation that took the petitions against annexation to Washington.
Miriam M. Michelson
A feminist newspaper reporter, she came to Hawai‘i, and reported for the San Francisco Call, on the
Annexation Petition drive meeting held in Hilo. She was strongly opposed to annexation.
John Tyler Morgan
United States Senator from Alabama, he was a supporter of annexation who also came to Hawai‘i to
conduct an investigation of the overthrow. His findings, known as the Morgan Report, came to very
different conclusions than the Blount Report did.
Emma ‘A‘ima Näwahï
From Hilo, the daughter of Hawaiian ali‘i and a Chinese sugar planter, she was the wife of
Joseph Kaho‘oluhi Näwahï, the Hawaiian writer, legislator, lawyer, and patriot. She started the
newspaper Ke Aloha Aina with him in 1895, and she continued as its editor after his death. A close
confidant of the Queen, she was very involved in the petition drive against annexation.
Senator R. F. Pettigrew
United States Senator from North Dakota, with Senator White of California, he opposed annexation
in the United States Senate. He presented the petitions signed by Hawaiians against annexation to
Congress.
William O. Smith
An Island resident, a lawyer, and staunch annexationist, he was involved in the overthrow of the
monarchy, the creation of the Republic of Hawaii, and the efforts to have Hawai‘i annexed by the
United States.
The Cast
Emma ‘A‘ima Näwahï............Cynthia See
James Keauiluna Kaulia..........Charles Kupahu Timtim
William O. Smith.....................David C. Farmer
Senator John Tyler Morgan....Steve Wagenseller
Miriam M. Michelson..............Lala Buzzell
Senator R. F. Pettigrew............Mathias Maas

Playwright...................Victoria Nalani Kneubuhl
Director........................Sammie L. Choy
Assistant director.......Daniel Akiyama
Costume designer......Hannah Schauer
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KE Y POINTS IN
HAWAIIAN HISTORY
0-1778
First Peoples

1778
European Contact

1810
Hawai‘i united

1820
Missionaries Arrive

1840
First Constitution

1843
Independence
Recognized

1848
–
The
THE Mahele
MAHELE

1850
Treaty of
Friendship

1859
Queen’s Hospital

Polynesians settle Hawai‘i (0-500 AD). A vibrant, sustainable Hawaiian society evolves
from its ancestral roots. Hawaiian fishponds, agricultural systems, complex governing
mechanisms, featherwork, hula, and a host of other Hawaiian innovations emerge.

British naval Captain James Cook encounters Hawai‘i. The Native Hawaiian population is
estimated at the time to be between 400,000 and 800,000. European and U.S. ships arrive
following Cook’s “discovery.” Hawaiians are exposed to foreign diseases and succumb to
these by the tens of thousands through the next century.

Kamehameha I politically unifies Hawai‘i, establishing the Hawaiian Kingdom.

American Protestant missionaries arrive. Western education and commerce assume
growing importance.

Kamehameha III, the Council of Chiefs, and key Western advisors collaborate on the first
constitution, codifying in written form citizens’ rights and establishing a process by which
Hawaiian Kingdom laws are adopted.

France and Britain issue a joint declaration formally recognizing the Hawaiian Kingdom as
an independent sovereign nation.

The Mähele begins to transform the Hawaiian land tenure system to a Western one based
on private property ownership. Private land ownership paves the way for lucrative sugar
plantations operated by businessmen of American and European descent.

The U.S. and the Hawaiian Kingdom enter into the Hawaiian-American Treaty of
Friendship, Commerce, and Navigation of 1849, committing the nations to peaceful
political and economic interaction.

IV established
Queen Emma Kaleleonälani and Alexander Liholiho, King Kamehameha IV,
established
the Queen’s Hospital to bring “western-style” medicine to help combat diseases that were
decimating the Hawaiian population.

1873
Elected King,
Ali‘i Trust Established

Hawai‘i’s first elected king, William Lunalilo, reigns for one year before his untimely death.
He establishes the first of the Ali‘i Trusts. His trust is dedicated to caring for Hawaiian
elderly.

1875
Reciprocity Treaty

The U.S. and the Kingdom of Hawai‘i ratify a reciprocity treaty, allowing for duty-free entry
of Hawai‘i sugar to the U.S. As a result, the sugar industry enjoys phenomenal profits and
expands at an exponential rate. Hawai‘i begins to change dramatically as land and water
resources are increasingly devoted to sugar production.

1884
Ali‘i Trust Established

Bernice Pauahi Bishop, great-granddaughter of Kamehameha I, dies on Oct. 16, 1884. InIn
her Last Will and Testament,
Testament, Pauahi
Pauahiestablishes
establishesthe
thesecond
secondAli‘i
Ali‘iTrust,
Trust,leaving
leavingher
herestate
estatetoto
erect and maintain The
The Kamehameha
Kamehameha Schools
Schools for
for the
the education
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of Hawaiian
Hawaiian children.
children.The
The
School for Boys opens its doors in 1887. The
TheSchool
Schoolfor
forGirls
Girlsopens
opensin1894.
1894.

1887
Bayonet
Constitution

Sugar interests emboldened by their own paramilitary force intimidate the King into signing
a constitution of their own design. Though the Bayonet Constitution is never lawfully
ratified, the sugar interests in the Hawaiian government apply this constitution to limit
Native Hawaiian voting rights and the powers of the king. This facilitates the passage of a
new treaty with the U.S. that offers the U.S. exclusive use of Pearl Harbor in exchange for
continued duty-free entry of sugar from Hawai‘i to the U.S.

1890
U.S. Legislation

New U.S. legislation ends the competitive advantages that earlier treaties afforded the
Hawai‘i sugar industry, dealing the sugar businessmen in Hawai‘i a devastating blow. They
start planning for the annexation of Hawai‘i to the U.S. as a permanent solution to ensure
their continued profits.

1893
Illegal Overthrow

Responding to requests from her people, Queen Lili‘uokalani prepares a new constitution to
restore voting rights to Native Hawaiians and naturalized citizens and to reinstate the former
authorities of the ruling monarch.
Sugar business interests initiate their plan, orchestrated with U.S. Minister John Stevens, to
have Hawai‘i annexed to the U.S. In violation of established Hawaiian-American treaties,
Stevens orders that U.S. marines land and station themselves adjacent to the main Hawaiian
government building. With this shield, the annexationists proclaim that the Hawaiian
Kingdom is ended and that a Provisional Government is established until annexation with
the U.S. occurs. Stevens declares the Provisional Government as the legitimate government.
To avoid armed conflict with the U.S. marines under Stevens’ authority, Lili‘uokalani, under
protest, conditionally yields her sovereign authority to the U.S. until the U.S. completes an
investigation of its agents’ involvement and undoes the actions of those agents.
President Cleveland withdraws the annexation treaty from Congress. U.S. Special
Commissioner James Blount is sent to Hawai‘i to investigate and finds that U.S.
representatives were responsible for the overthrow. President Cleveland refers to the United
States’ involvement as “an act of war” and requests Congress to support the reinstatement of
the Hawaiian Kingdom.

1894
Republic of Hawai‘i

Members of the Provisional Government realize annexation will not occur under President
Cleveland. They rename themselves the “Republic of Hawai‘i” and wait for the political
tide to turn.

1896
Banning of
Hawaiian Language

The Republic of Hawai‘i legislates that English be the medium of instruction in public and
private schools, severely restricting the continuity of Hawaiian as the most common mode of
communication.

1897
Annexation Treaty

1898
Annexation

1909
Ali‘i Trust
Established

1921
Hawaiian Homes
Commission Act

Proponents of annexation forward a new annexation treaty to President McKinley.
Representatives from Hawaiian patriotic leagues travel to Washington D.C. and present two
related anti-annexation petitions with a total of 38,000 signatures. The annexation treaty
fails.
The Spanish American War begins. Hawai‘i is seen as an essential acquisition for U.S.
military purposes. Annexationists attempt to have Hawai‘i annexed via a joint resolution, a
form of legislation that affects only internal U.S. matters. The joint resolution passes with a
simple majority vote instead of the two-thirds required to pass a treaty. The U.S. proceeds
with an annexation ceremony on August 12. On August 13, the U.S. military occupies
Hawai‘i to prepare for its engagement in the Philippines. The Republic of Hawai‘i cedes to
the U.S. 1.8 million acres of Hawaiian Kingdom government lands and crown lands (lands
of the ruling monarch).
Queen Lili‘uokalani establishes a third Ali‘i Trust, dedicated to the welfare of orphaned
children. In 1911, the trust is amended to direct that her estate be used “for the benefit
of orphan and destitute children in the Hawaiian islands, the preference to be given to
Hawaiian children of pure or part aboriginal blood.”
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1959
Statehood

Hawai‘i becomes a state. Reaffirming
Reaffirmingthe
theU.S.
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obligationto
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1978
State Con Con

Hawaiian leaders organize in the Hawai‘i State Constitutional Convention to have the State
honor its obligation to use some of its ceded lands revenues to improve the condition of
Native Hawaiians, ultimately leading to the creation of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs. In
other provisions, Hawaiian language is adopted as one of the official languages of Hawai‘i,
andstate
the State
reaffirms
traditional
and customary
and practices
and adopts
the study
the
reaffirms
traditional
and customary
rightsrights
and practices
and adopts
the study
of of
Hawaiian culture, history and language as part of the public education curriculum.

1993
The Apology Bill

The U.S. enacts Public Law 103-150 apologizing for the U.S. role in the overthrow and the
“suppression of the inherent sovereignty of the Native Hawaiian people.”

I keia ao e holo nei. . .

The Annexation of
Hawai‘i, Then and Now

From 1893 to 1898, Congress and
newspapers on both coasts of the United States
debated the issue of whether it was proper for
the United States to annex Hawai‘i, having itself
been founded on a revolt from Great Britain in
1776. Former President Grover Cleveland went
so far as to describe annexation as “a perversion
of our national mission” on January 24, 1898.
Anti-annexation petitions signed by virtually
every living adult Hawaiian were submitted
to the Congress in 1897. Queen Lili‘uokalani
herself, during her long journey to Washington,
D. C. in 1898, lamented the loss of “the
nationality of my poor people, many of whom
have now not a foot of land which can be called
their own.”
The Native Hawaiian Bar Association was
formed in the years when the President and

Georgia McMillen

Congress apologized for what transpired in
1893 and 1898. The Apology Resolution of 1993
was followed by a series of lawsuits contending
that laws benefiting Native Hawaiians as a
people were racist. In 2006, the 400,000 member
American Bar Association held its annual
convention here in Honolulu. Members of the
Native Hawaiian Bar Association created a
display of historical documents and photos
to accompany a session at the convention
entitled The Legal Status of Native Hawaiians.
The 550 delegates present at the convention
overwhelmingly affirmed by resolution the
passage of a recognition bill by Congress that
would afford Native Hawaiians the right to self
determination.
The pages that follow are from the 2006
exhibit at the ABA convention. The NHBA

has installed this exhibit at the annual Onipa‘a
event held on the birthday of our last head of
state, Lili‘uokalani, every year since 2006.
It has been printed in booklet form. It has
been posted in its entirety on our website,
www.hawaiianbar.org. It is necessary that we
know our history so that we can secure a just
future for this beloved place and its people.
Hawai‘i Pono‘ï.
The Anti-Annexation Petitions and
the Second Attempt at Annexation
On June 16, 1897, representatives of the
self-proclaimed Republic of Hawai‘i and newly
elected President William McKinley signed
a second proposed treaty of annexation in
Washington, D.C. The treaty remained subject
to ratification by the U.S. Senate.
On June 17, 1897, Queen Lili‘uokalani
personally filed in the U.S. State Department,
Washington, D.C., a formal protest against the
proposed treaty of annexation that attempted

to transfer the territory and sovereignty of
the Kingdom of Hawai‘i to the United States.
She called the second annexation attempt a
“violation of international law.” She stated
that by engaging “with the parties claiming
at this time the right to cede said territory of
Hawai‘i, the Government of the United States
receives such territory from the hands of those
whom its own magistrates (legally elected by
the people of the United States, and in office
in 1893) pronounced fradulently in power and
unconstitutionally ruling Hawai‘i.” She then
called upon President McKinley “to withdraw
said treaty (ceding said Islands) from further
consideration,” and asked the “Senate of the
United States to decline to ratify said treaty.”
The Hawaiian Patriotic League (Hui
Aloha ‘Äina) and the Hawaiian Political Party
(Hui Kälai‘Äina) gathered more than 38,000
signatures, combined, on petitions protesting
the annexation treaty. These petitions fortified
the Queen’s protest. The two organizations
selected four delegates who
went to Washington, D.C., and
filed the petitions with the U.S.
State Department, and with the
U.S. Senate before it convened in
December of 1897.
As a result of the Queen’s
protest, as well as the petitions and
other legal questions surrounding
the self-proclaimed Republic of
Hawai‘i, the annexationists failed
to obtain the required two-thirds
vote in the Senate, as mandated by
the U.S. Constitution, to ratify the
purported treaty of annexation.

Reproduced here is one page from the
556-page petition against annexation
gathered by the Hui Aloha ‘Äina woman’s
branch. The men’s and women’s branches
of Hui Aloha ‘Äina gathered more than
21,000 signatures, representing more than
half the 39,000 native Hawaiians and
mixed-blood persons at the time.

The Queen in 1898, After Her Return from Washington
During her train trip across the United States to Washington D.C.,
where she filed her protest against the second treaty of annexation,
Queen Lili‘uokalani wrote these observations.
“Miles after miles of rich country went by as we gazed from the
windows of the moving train, and all this vast extent of territory which
we traversed belonged to the United States. . . . Here were thousands
of acres of uncultivated, uninhabited, but rich and fertile lands, soil
capable of producing anything which grows, plenty of water, floods
of it running to waste, everything needed for pleasant towns and quiet
homesteads, except population. . . . And yet this great and powerful
nation must go across two thousand miles of sea, and take from the poor
Hawaiians their little spot in the broad Pacific, must covet our islands of
Hawaii Nei, and extinguish the nationality of my poor people, many of
whom have now not a foot of land which can be called their own.”
Hawai‘i State Archives

The Newlands Resolution
and Annexation
On April 25, 1898, the United States
declared war on Spain, following the sinking
of the battleship Maine in Havana, Cuba, on
February 15, 1898. The Spanish-American
War saw conflict in both the Caribbean and
Pacific Ocean, where Spain controlled the
Philippine Islands. On July 6, 1898, the U.S.
Congress passed a joint resolution named
after its proponent, Nevada Representative
Francis Newlands, to annex Hawai‘i for use
as a military base. The following day, July 7,
1898, President McKinley signed the Newlands
Resolution into law.
Under the Newlands Resolution, the
self-declared Republic of Hawai‘i ceded
sovereignty over the Hawaiian islands to the
United States. As well, it ceded 1,800,000 acres

of crown, government, and public lands of the
Kingdom of Hawai‘i, without the consent of, or
compensation to, the Native Hawaiian people
or their sovereign government. These lands
would come to be known as the “ceded lands.”
The revenue or proceeds from the lands were
to be used—except for the civil, military, or
naval purposes of the United States or the use
of the local government—“solely for the benefit
of the inhabitants of the Hawaiian Islands for
educational and other public purposes.”
Through the Newlands Resolution,
Congress ratified the cession, annexed Hawai‘i
as part of the United States, and vested title to
the Kingdom’s lands in the United States. The
Newlands Resolution also specified that treaties
existing between Hawai‘i and foreign nations
would cease immediately, and be replaced by
United States treaties with such nations.

University of Hawai‘i at Mänoa Library

Queen Liki‘uokalani, Princess Ka‘iulani, and Prince David
Kawananakoa shuttered up in Washington Place mourning on
the day the flag of Hawai‘i was lowered down for the last time
after the Annexation of Hawai‘i to the United States.

Annexation Day, August 12, 1898
On the morning of August 12, 1898,
troops from the warship U.S.S. Philadelphia
marched ashore for the ceremony at ‘Iolani
Palace formally recognizing the annexation
of the Hawaiian Islands by the United States.
Queen Lili‘uokalani remained at her home at
Washington Place with family and supporters.
While the band played Hawai‘i Pono‘ï, the
national anthem for the Kingdom of Hawai‘i,
the Hawaiian flag was lowered. While the band
played The Star-Spangled Banner, the flag of the
United States was raised over the palace.
It was said that as night fell across the
islands, a wail of sorrow from native Hawaiians
could be heard throughout Honolulu.

Hawai‘i State Archives

Annexation Day, Honolulu, August 12, 1898

Hawai‘i State Archives

Uniformed U.S. Marines from the U.S.S. Boston outside of
the Arlington Hotel

Hawai‘i State Archives

John Tyler Morgan

The Organic Act of 1900
Following the Newlands Resolution, on April
30, 1900, President McKinley signed the Organic
Act, which formally made the Hawaiian Islands a
territory of the United States.
The Organic Act defined the political
structure and powers of the newly-established
territorial government and its relationship to
the United States. The Act established the Office
of the Territorial Governor, appointed by the
sitting American president, as well as a supreme
court led by a chief justice. The Act also created
the territorial legislature, a bicameral body
comprised of a House of Representatives and a
Senate. Members of the legislature were elected
by popular vote. The Act provided for United
States congressional representation in the form of
a single non-voting delegate.
The Organic Act retained most of the laws
created under the Kingdom of Hawai‘i, including
traditional tenant land rights, and the recognition
of Hawaiian tradition and custom.
As for the crown and government lands
ceded to the United States under the Newlands
Resolution—the “ceded lands”—the Organic
Act gave “possession, use, and control” to
the territory consistent with the Newlands
Resolution’s land trust provisions. The federal
government continued to hold title, however, and
reserved the right to withdraw lands.
Here are the first six sections of Article One
of the Organic Act.

Chapter 339.—An Act to Provide a Government
for the Territory of Hawaii
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled,
CHAPTER 1. General Provisions.
§ 1. Definitions.
That the phrase “the laws of Hawaii,” as used in this Act without
qualifying words, shall mean the constitution and laws of the
Republic of Hawaii, in force on the twelfth day of August, eighteen
hundred and ninety-eight, at the time of the transfer of the
sovereignty of the Hawaiian Islands to the United States of America.
The constitution and statute laws of the Republic of Hawaii then in
force, set forth in a compilation made by Sidney M. Ballou under the
authority of the legislature, and published in two volumes entitled
“Civil Laws” and “Penal Laws,” respectively, and in the Session
Laws of the Legislature for the session of eighteen hundred and
ninety-eight, are referred to in this Act as “Civil Laws,” “Penal
Laws,” and “Session Laws.”
§ 2. Territory of Hawaii.
That the islands acquired by the United States of America under an
Act of Congress entitled “Joint resolution to provide for annexing
the Hawaiian Islands to the United States,” approved July seventh,
eighteen hundred and ninety-eight, shall be known as the Territory
of Hawaii.
§ 3. Government of the Territory of Hawaii.
That a Territorial government is hereby established over the said
Territory, with its capital at Honolulu, on the island of Oahu.
§ 4. Citizenship.
That all persons who were citizens of the Republic of Hawaii on
August twelfth, eighteen hundred and ninety-eight, are hereby
declared to be citizens of the United States and citizens of the
Territory of Hawaii.
And all citizens of the United States resident in the Hawaiian Islands
who were resident there on or since August twelfth, eighteen
hundred and ninety-eight and all the citizens of the United States
who shall hereafter reside in the Territory of Hawaii for one year
shall be citizens of the Territory of Hawaii.
§ 5. United States Constitution.
That the Constitution, and, except as otherwise provided, all
the laws of the United States, including laws carrying general
appropriations, which are not locally inapplicable, shall have the
same force and effect within the said Territory as elsewhere in the
United States; Provided, that sections 1841 to 1891, inclusive, 1910
and 1912, of the Revised Statutes, and the amendments thereto,
and an act entitled “An act to prohibit the passage of local or
special laws in the Territories of the United States, to limit Territorial
indebtedness, and for other purposes,” approved July 30, 1886, and
the amendments thereto, shall not apply to Hawaii. Annotations.
§ 6. Laws of Hawaii.
That the laws of Hawaii not inconsistent with the Constitution or
laws of the United States or the provisions of this Act shall continue
in force, subject to repeal or amendment by the legislature of
Hawaii or the Congress of the United States.

Hawai‘i State Archives

Sanford B. Dole, first appointed Territorial Governor of Hawai‘i

They Heed Not:
Annexation Rhetorics of
the American Empire
“‘Let there be a plebescite,’ declared Mr.
Clark, ‘and let those people exercise the right
which is theirs to say how they should be
governed.’”
These words, from a speech by Missouri
Democrat Champ Clark in 1898, represent one
of the few arguments enunciated by a member
of that congress on the subject of annexing
Hawai‘i that wasn’t simply about what it would
mean for America. For all of the ways in which
the debate on the annexation of Hawai‘i was
a confrontation of American values, ideals
and self-deceptions, Clark’s simple assertion
is the one that lives past the ugly and racist
opportunism that framed American politics at
the end of the nineteenth century.
21st century Americans may find the
language and postures of the 55th Congress
amusing, if not discomfiting. In fact, Champ
Clark’s insistence that America deal fairly
with Hawai‘i actually comes at the end of a
gratuitous burlesque of American xenophobia.
He warns that “if this policy is pursued as the
jingoes want it and you are here presiding
over the House twenty years hence you will
be called upon to recognize the gentleman
from Patagonia, the gentleman from Cuba, the
gentleman from Puerto Rico, the gentleman
from Greenland, the gentleman from Hong
Kong, the gentleman from Fiji and with fear and
trembling, the gentleman from the Cannibal
Islands, as he gazes with gleaming eyes and
glistening teeth upon your imposing and
tempting self.” Even this playful mocking of the
all-white chamber in 1898 reminds us that in
some ways America could treat this legislation
and acquisition lightly—that morals and ethics
were almost whimsical decorations in the
colonial enterprise that sought the annexation.

Jonathan Kay
Kamakawiwo‘ole
Osorio

Hawai‘i State Archives

A woman (Hawai’i) and Uncle Sam are getting married,
kneeling before the minister (McKinley) who is reading from
a book entitled “Annexation Policy.” The bride seems ready to
bolt. Behind the couple stands Morgan (jingo) with a shotgun.

That desperate attempt by Hawaiian
political parties and the Queen to proclaim the
Kingdom’s right to exist, the political will of
the lähui, indeed the very dignity of their
nation, its people, and its leaders strike us more
solemnly today because we know how quickly
our voices were smothered by the braying of
Democrats and trumpeting Republicans. James
Kaulia’s resentment at Känaka being treated
like a flock of sheep, and Joseph Näwahï’s
indignation at being forced to live in a lei
stand, remind us that our people were wholly

wrong done by America’s
act of war, but in the face
of voluminous opposition
in Congress, had failed
to act himself to free our
nation’s government. It is
clear that the annexation
“debate” in 1898 was
hardly so much a debate
as it was a rhetorical
exercise for a powerful
nation poised to move
its republic and resources
into a critical new stage
of empire.
The congressmen
Hawai‘i State Archives
did not heed the pleas
In the back of the classroom students representing California, Texas, Arizona, New Mexico
and Alaska are quietly reading. In the front row are boys representing the Philippines, Porto
of the 1897 petitions.
(sic) Rico, Cuba, and Hawai’i looking as if they would rather not be there.
They did not hear the
eloquence of Näwahï,
aware of the extent of the theft and our own
Kaulia,
and
others
calling
out Americans for
powerlessness to prevent it.
their hypocrisy. They were completely unaware
And yet, there is such a dignifying of
of the hundreds of mele composed by Känaka
nationalism’s meanings in the earnest pleas
for their Queen, honoring the courage and aloha
and denunciations of the Hawaiian patriots
of the woman that Americans dismissed as
who were, after all, simply asserting their
tyrannical, worthless, and bloodthirsty. They
country’s existence. The jocular bonhomie of
heard nothing but
the 55th Congress was so focused on their own
the sound of their own calculations. Indeed,
clever posturing and grandiose oratory that
one imagines that the American leaders
they did not hear, did not bother to listen, to
in 1945 were as interested in the opinions of
the voices of the thousands of Känaka who pled
Japanese living in Hiroshima about deploying
to have their country spared. It is revealing
the atomic bomb as their predecessors in
that Representative Clark would call for a
1898 were interested in the opinion of Kanaka
plebiscite when the year before the Congress
Maoli citizens.
had received the two petitions from Känaka
American policymakers are no better at
Maoli—more than 37,000 signatures in all—
listening
today than they were 114 years ago.
demanding that America leave Hawai‘i’s
That alone instructs us on the importance of
independence intact.
remembering and recounting our history of
If that great defender of self-determination
this event again and again and again. If the
did not recall, or perhaps did not think the
Americans are not listening, that is something
petitions themselves were a referendum, what
to which we are, at least, accustomed. Today,
hope was there for Känaka to be heard and
we see that our own people are increasingly
understood in a room dominated by so many
attentive and properly outraged. In the
others like Alabama’s Senator Morgan? For that
memories of our ancestors and the hopes of
matter, what hope was there for Känaka when
our lähui, we find our voices, and use them to
an American President four years before had
remind Americans to find their conscience.
called for his country to repair the enormous
i

New York Times, June 12, 1898.

“Mrs. Emma Nawahi,
Secretary of Hilo Branch,
Hawaii Women’s League.”

The Voice of the Native — What are you going to do with ME?

“Mrs. Nailima,
President Hilo Branch of
Hawaiian Women’s League.”

“Mr. John Richardson,
Maui, H. I.”

“Meeting of Natives at Hilo, Island of
Hawaii, Thursday, September 16, 1897,
to Protest Again Annexation.”

“MRS. MIRIAM
MICHELSON,
Special Correspondant of
‘The Call’ at Honolulu.”

“MRS. KUAIHELANI
CAMPBELL, President
Hawaiian Women’s
Patriotic League.”

Restoration of Nä Känaka
‘Öiwi Voting Rights
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The Organic Act
In 1898, President McKinley appointed
a commission to draft legislation for Hawai‘i
to be governed as a Territory of the United
States. Called the Organic Act, it was passed
by the 56th Congress of the United States on
April 27, 1900, and signed by the President
on April 30, 1900. This defined the political
structure and powers of the Territorial
Government and its relationship
to the United States government.
Before the Organic Act was finally
approved, Congress conducted debates
over a number of the provisions. Among
the most significant issues for Nä Känaka
‘Öiwi was the provision to enfranchise the
residents of Hawai’i without imposing any
property restrictions to vote for Senators.
This essay reviews the debate over granting
the franchise to Nä Känaka ‘Öiwi.
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Annexation Day – Raising the American Flag at ‘Iolani Palace (Photos provided by the Hawai‘i State Archives).

Voting Restrictions
Congress seriously considered imposing a
property qualification to vote for the Territorial
Senate as a means of giving the Caucasians in
Hawai’i some means of offsetting the voting
majority held by Nä Känaka ‘Öiwi.
Nä Känaka ‘Öiwi comprised the majority
of voters under the Constitutional monarchy,
and they could not be denied American
citizenship or the right to vote for the Territorial
Government. However, congressmen from
the South balked at giving brown-skinned
Hawaiians the power to control the legislature
of an “American territory.” Requiring that
voters for the senate own $3,000 in real
property, or earn an income of $600, just as the
1887 Bayonet Constitution had done, would
effectively turn control of at least one house of
the legislature over to the haole. The following
statements typified the white supremacist
sentiments of the proponents for property
qualifications:
Senator Platt of Connecticut: Only an
educational qualification is required as to
members of the House of Representatives.
The object of that—and I do not propose to
disguise it—is, as I have said, to perpetuate the
government in the hands of the people already
there and exercising governmental power.
When I was interrupted I was saying
that they were the people who had redeemed
the islands from savagery and barbarism,
from its original cannibalism, and who have
brought it up, step by step, to a position where
a republican form of government had been
established and where it was desirable that it
should be maintained, and maintained by those
best qualified to administer it.
Senator Tillman of South Carolina: I would
just remark right there that the Senator possibly
misunderstands my position. I do not object to
having the Government of the Hawaiian Islands
remain in the possession of the white people
there, because I believe in white supremacy; and
I believe that white supremacy in the Hawaiian
Islands is necessary to good government, just
as I believe that white supremacy in South
Carolina is necessary for good government in
that State.i

Dr. Sereno Bishop, D.D., son of an
American Protestant missionary, an ordained
minister and teacher, and editor of the Friend
from 1887 to 1902, published an article in the
New York Independent about Hawai‘i in which he
criticized the liberals in Congress who opposed
imposing a property qualification to vote for
Hawai‘i’s Senate.ii He praised the use of the
property qualification in Hawai’i since the 1887
Bayonet Constitution:
“Very justly, the native Hawaiians are to
retain their equal franchise and share in the
government. . . . But while a large minority
of Hawaiians possess enough character and
intelligence for voters, that is certainly not true
of the majority, who are dissolute and shiftless.
The proposed qualification for Senatorial
voters, to possess $600 income or $1500
property, would embrace all of the better
working class, whether native or white. It
would exclude mainly the incapable and
unthrifty.”iii
Sereno Bishop’s position on the franchise
question merits attention since it reflected the
thinking of Hawai’i’s ruling elite on the issue.
Finally, on April 20, 1900, the Pacific
Commercial Advertiser reported that Congress
had decided on universal male suffrage rather
than the imposition of property requirements to
vote for Senate. In its criticism of Congress, the
editor wrote:
“The Cullom-Knox bill was amended
to throw the voting privilege wide open.
The property qualification for Senate was
denounced as un-American.
The proposed suffrage will vest a majority
of votes in a class of aborigines and their natural
allies who would even restore the throne of
Hawai’i if they were able to do so; and who, in
the Legislature and the field of city government,
will carry out, if their present boasts and threats
are to be trusted, an anti-American policy of
spoilation and revenge. That is the prospect
which Congress, in its mistaken zeal, is opening
up before the pioneers of American progress in
the islands.”iv
Kanaka ‘Öiwi royalist, George Markham,
who had been involved in the 1889 Wilcox
Rebellion, wrote a letter to the editor of the

Advertiser which responded to
the detractors: “Hawaiians lost
sovereignty, became U.S. citizens and
have equal right to suffrage. They
will exercise it with discretion. We
too detest dishonest scoundrels and
imbecile cowards.”v
Given the franchise, Nä Känaka
‘Öiwi made up the majority of the
registered voters up through the 1922
election, and comprised a plurality
of the voters after that.vi Their
predominance at the polls put them
in control of the majority of elected
offices in the Territory. Up through
1922 Hawaiians held 70 percent of the
legislative seats. From 1923 through
1930 they made up 48 percent of the
Senate and 52 percent of the House
of Representatives. Until 1932, every
delegate elected to Congress was
Kanaka ‘Öiwi.vii This rendered them a
political force that the haole elite were
compelled to include and reckon with
in the political power structure of the
Territory.
On the other hand, the first
generation Japanese and Chinese,
who together comprised the majority
of the population, were denied
citizenship and suffrage. Up through
1930, when their second generation
reached voting age, these groups
were not a major force in the electoral
arena. The source of their political
influence rested in the dominant
position they held in the Territory’s
workforce.
i
ii

iii
iv
v
vi
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Early agreement between Hawai‘i and the United States, showing the
Kingdom’s status as an independent nation.
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The Antiannexation
Struggle
The Kanaka Maoli strategy was to challenge
the U.S. government to behave in accordance
with its stated principles of justice and of
government of the people, by the people, and
for the people. They hoped that once the U.S.
president and members of Congress saw that
the great majority of Kanaka Maoli opposed
the annexation, the principles of fairness
would prevail and Lili‘uokalani’s government
would be restored. To this end, the hui began
to organize mass petition drives. The heading
on Hui Aloha ‘Äina’s petition read: “Palapala
Hoopii Kue Hoohui Aina” (Petition protesting
annexation). Written in both Hawaiian and
English, the text stated, in part, “We, the
undersigned, native Hawaiian subjects and
residents . . . who are members of the Hawaiian
Patriotic League of the Hawaiian Islands,
and other citizens who are in sympathy
with the said League earnestly protest against
the annexation of the said Hawaiian Islands
to the said United States of America in any
form or shape.”
On September 6, 1897, the Hui Aloha ‘Äina
held a häläwai maka‘äinana at Palace Square,
which thousands of po‘e aloha ‘äina attended.
President James Kaulia gave a rousing speech,
saying, “Aole loa kakou ka lahui e ae e hoohuiia
ko kakou aina me Amerika a hiki i ke Aloha
Aina hope loa” (We, the nation [lähui] will
never consent to the annexation of our land to
America, down to the very last Aloha ‘Äina).
He added that agreeing to annexation was like
agreeing to be buried alive. He predicted that
annexation would open the door for even more
foreigners to come to Hawai‘i and take jobs
and resources away from the Kanaka Maoli. He
asked, “A ihea kakou e noho ai?” (Then where
will we live?). In response, the crowd yelled,
“i ka mauna” (in the mountains), meaning
that they would be marginalized because on

Noenoe Silva
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Photo: The wahine of Hui Aloha ‘Äina gathered signatures
in opposition to the Treaty of Annexation. In the second row,
second from the right, is Emma Näwahï, the author’s great,
great aunt.

Hawai‘i’s islands nearly all urban areas are at
the shore and to be in the mountains is to be
invisible. Kaulia tried to encourage the people
by asserting that a mass refusal could prevent
the annexation: “Ina e mau ke kupaa o ka
lahui me ke kue aku i ka hoohuiia o Hawaii
me Amerika ke olelo nei au, e noke wale no
ka Aha Senate o keia wahi Aupuni a helelei
na paia pohaku o Iolani Hale, aole loa e hiki e
hoohuiia o Hawaii me Amerika” (If the nation
remains steadfast in its protest of annexation of
Hawa‘i to America, I say, the Senate of this little
Government can continue to strive until the
rock walls of ‘Iolani Palace tumble down, and
Hawai‘i can never be annexed to America!).
The annexationist newspapers had
published threats that the leaders of the mass
meeting would be arrested for treason, but
Kaulia asured the people that their assembly
was within their rights. He said that it was
because the brains of the government could
not push over the brains of the Kanaka Maoli
that the government had to resort to weapons
of war. He stated: “E lawe kakou i ke Kahua

Hanohano o ka paio ana he lolo me ka lolo”
(Let us take up the honorable field of struggle,
brain against brain), and he told the people,
“mai maka‘u, e kupaa ma ke Aloha i ka Aina, a
e lokahi ma ka manao, e kue loa aku i ka hoohui
ia o Hawaii me Amerika a hiki i ke aloha aina
hope loa” (do not be afraid, be steadfast in aloha
for your land and be united in thought. Protest
forever the annexation of Hawai‘i until the very
last aloha ‘Äina [lives]). In response, the crowd
cheered.
Following Kaulia, David Kalauokalani,
president of the Hui Kälai‘äina, explained the
details of the annexation treaty to the crowd.
He told them that the Republic of Hawai‘i had
agreed to give full government authority over
to the United States, reserving nothing. It would
also give the United States all the government’s
money, the government and Crown lands,
government buildings, harbors, bays, military
forts, military armaments and warships, and
all resources claimed by the government of the
Hawaiian islands. Furthermore, he explained,
the laws of the United States would not extend
to the Hawaiian islands, but the U.S. Congress
would decide how Hawai‘i was to be governed.
It was uncertain whether the Kanaka Maoli
would have the right to vote; he said that those
who favored annexation would want to deny
Kanaka Maoli voting rights because, from the
very beginning, they knew that the Kanaka
Maoli would overwhelmingly vote against
annexation and anyone who supported it. This
is the reason they were always afraid to put a
vote to the people.
From Aloha Betrayed: Native Hawaiian Resistance to American Colonialism
(Durham: Duke University Press, 2004): 146–147.
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Joseph Kaho‘oluhi and Emma ‘A‘ima Näwahï

Ke Ea o ka ‘Äina, ka Pono o
ka LÄhui: A Legacy of Values
Recorded in Song
HOI HOU O LILIU I KE KALAUNU
Leo:—Alanui Puuwai Lokahi.
1.

Kaulana mai nei o Liliulani,
Ke aloha lahui oi kelakela,
Hopo ole i ka hana a ka enemi,
: I ka mea nui he aloha :
Nau i alo aku nei na kai,
5
E imi pono Nou me Kou lahui,
Hoi hou mai Oe me ka lanakila.
: Kau hou i ka hanohano :

Hui: Hoi hou o Liliu i ke Kalaunu,
Hoi hou e ka Ea o ka aina,
10
Hoi hou e ka pono o ka lahui,
: Welo mau e ka Hae Hawaii :
2.

Pili paa ke aloha o ka lahui,
Mamuli Ou e Liliuokalani,
O Kamohailani o Hawaii,
15
: Moi puuwai kila :
Mea ole na leo hoomalimali,
Na olelo pelo a ka enemi,
Hookahi mea nui a ka manao,
: Ke aloha i ka aina :
20

3.

Hiki aku o Kalani a Bosetona,
Malihini kaulana o Hawaii,
Lokahi na puuwai a pau,
: O Liliulani ke Alii :
Ilaila ike ia mai ai Oe,
25
He Alii Ihikapu hanohaweo,
Noiau, Paa Rula no Hawaii,
: Hawaii no e ka oi :

4.

E niniu ka huila i ka alahao,
Ka pii’na ka iho’na a he ole ia, 30
Aia ka ilina i Wasinetona,
: I ka malu Hale Keokeo :
Lilo a i mea ole na Rula paa,
O ka noho hanohano Peresidena,
I ka noiau nui Ou e kalani,
35
: Pookela o Hawaii :

5.

Kali aku makou me ke ahonui,
Ka hopena lanakila o Hawaii,
Hiki mai e ka lono hoohauoli,
: Ua ola hou o Hawaii :
40
Hoike ke Akua i kona mana,
Kokua mamuli Ou e Liliu,
Hookomo i ke aloha i ka puuwai,
: O Kou mau enemi :

Leilani Basham

By late 1897, Känaka Maoli had been protesting against
and seeking political redress for the sovereignty they lost
due to the overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom for almost
five years. This protest and resistance encompassed a wide
variety of actions, both political and cultural, including
public meetings, forming political organizations, planning
and attempting an armed counter-revolution, and sending
delegates to the U.S. Congress every year in order to lobby
against and defeat the Treaty of Annexation. In addition,
they also continued to publish their own histories in
Hawaiian language newspapers asserting the validity of
their own knowledges and worldviews. They established
and dedicated a garden to Queen Lili‘uokalani. They also
composed and published over 300 mele lähui or songs and
chants written in honor of the nation and people, similar
to the one to the left. Many of these mele were published
multiple times, resulting in nearly 500 publications in
newspapers and books between the overthrow in 1893 and
the illegal annexation in 1898.
While these hundreds of mele lähui are one form of
Känaka Maoli resistance, they also serve as a record of these
various forms of resistance described above. They contain
historical detail of people and events, times and places.
These mele honor the heroes of the Hawaiian nation and
disparage its enemies, and they are filled with expressions of
cultural values that are inherently tied to the political beliefs
and practices of Känaka Maoli.
The quoted mele is an excellent example of all of
these aspects of the mele lähui. It contains historical detail;
in this case, relating the travels of the Queen to the U.S.,
following her release from imprisonment in ‘Iolani Palace
and subsequent house arrest. The unnamed composer
writes, “Nau i alo aku nei na kai, / E imi pono Nou me Kou
lahui” (“It is you [the Queen] who has crossed the seas, / To
seek pono for Yourself and Your people and nation”). The
composer gives even more detail about this journey, writing,
“Hiki aku o Kalani a Bosetona” (“The Royal One arrived in
Boston”), where she was welcomed and recognized as “He
Alii Ihikapu hanohaweo, / Noiau, Paa Rula no Hawaii” (“A
sacred honored Chief, / Skilled, Secure Ruler for Hawai‘i”).
Later lines then relate the Queen’s traveling to Washington,
D.C. by train: “E niniu ka huila i ka alahao, / Ka pii’na

ka iho’na a he ole ia,” (“The wheels turn on
the steel path, / The rising and falling is like
nothing”). On one level, these two lines are a
simple reference to the train ride taken by the
Queen; however, figuratively, these lines refer
to the difficulties of the political path travelled
by the Queen and her people in their tireless
efforts to restore the Kingdom, asserting that
the difficulties of the path will not in any
way disuade the Queen. In the next lines, the
Queen has arrived in Washington and been
welcomed into the White House: “Aia ka ilina
i Wasinetona, / I ka malu Hale Keokeo.” In the
last verse of the mele, the composer relates how
the Känaka Maoli are waiting with patience for
the response to come out of Washington: “Kali
aku makou me ke ahonui, / Ka hopena lanakila
o Hawaii” (“We wait with patience for the
victorious result for Hawai‘i”).
In addition to these details regarding
the Queen’s travels to the U.S. and the fight
against annexation, at the foundation of this
mele are several cultural values and principles.
These lines are found in the chorus of this mele,
the foundation upon which the verses rest.
The first and last lines of the chorus make
reference to symbols of the Hawaiian Kingdom
that are definitely Western in origin—including
the “Kalaunu” or “Crown,” and the “Hae
Hawaii” or “Hawaiian Flag.” Sandwiched in
between these two lines, however, the composer
requests “Hoi hou e ka Ea o ka aina,/Hoi hou e
ka pono o ka lahui,” which calls for the return
of the “ea” of the “‘Äina” as well as the “pono”
of the “lähui.”
The most well-known reference connecting
ea, ‘Äina, and pono is found in the statement
made by Kauikeaouli Kamehameha III in
1843, when the sovereignty of Hawai‘i was
temporarily ceded to Great Britain. Upon its
return, Kauikeaouli stated, “Ua mau ke ea o
ka ‘Äina i ka pono,” thereby demonstrating
the vitally important connection between our
‘Äina and our sovereignty. He was not the first,
however, to make these connections, as they
appear in many mele and mo‘olelo.
These four concepts—ea, ‘Äina, pono, and
lähui—are reflective of uniquely Hawaiian
belief systems and practices. Ea refers to
sovereignty and independence, but also life

and breath. In this case, the life and sovereignty
called for is that of our very ‘Äina, or land,
which is not just the firmament upon which
we walk, but is also ancestor and elder sibling,
and therefore to be protected and cared for.
In order for that to be achieved, as called for
by this composer, it must also include the pono
of the lähui, where pono refers not only to
righteousness and that which is proper, but
also to a sense of balance, and harmony.
The pono that is called for is that of the lähui
or the Hawaiian people themselves, as well
as their nation.
Besides their presence in the chorus of this
mele, where they serve as its foundation, there
are other repeated affirmations of these values
and practices in this song. In the first verse,
the composer refers to the supreme quality of
the aloha that the Queen has for her lähui, “Ke
aloha lahui oi kelakela,” and then describes the
purpose of the Queen’s journey to the U.S. to
seek pono for herself as well as her lähui, “E
imi pono Nou me Kou lahui.” The second verse
proclaims not only the aloha that the Queen
has, but also the aloha that the lähui possesses
for the Queen: “Pili paa ke aloha o ka lahui,
/ Mamuli Ou e Liliuokalani.” This verse then
closes with the assurance that there is only
one truly important thought, which is aloha
for the ‘Äina, “Hookahi mea nui a ka manao,
/ Ke aloha i ka aina.” Although this mele
does not contain any other specific references
to ea, it does contain references to the life of
Hawai‘i, comparing the defeat of the Treaty
of Annexation with the idea that Hawai‘i lives
again, writing “Hiki mai e ka lono hoohauoli,/
Ua ola hou o Hawaii.”
By 1897, Känaka Maoli had been fighting
consistently for almost five years to oppose
annexation to the U.S. and nearly 120 years
against Euro-American colonialism in general.
Through all of these adaptations and challenges,
our küpuna continued to hold onto those beliefs
and values which were the most important to
them. They lived these values, wove them into
song, prayed for their fulfillment, and passed
them on to future generations. These values are
the legacy that we, their descendants, continue
to cherish. E ho‘i hou e ke ea o ka ‘Äina. E ho‘i
hou e ka pono o ka lähui.

Synopsis: This article relates the details of a meeting held between a Committee of 15 formed by the Hui
Aloha ÿÄina that was tasked with submitting a Resolution Protesting Annexation to Sanford B. Dole,
President of the Republic of Hawaiÿi, and his Cabinet of Ministers. Within the article, the patriarchal
perspective of Dole and the Cabinet members is articulated in their description of their ability to see more
clearly than the Lähui Hawaiÿi what is the right course of action.

Lähui: the people and the nation;
a reference to the Hawaiian
people that includes genealogical
connections, cultural practices, as
well as political independence.
Aloha ÿÄina: can be translated
simply as love and affection for the
land, but also refers to patriots of
the Hawaiian Kingdom and those
who are loyal to the monarchy;
also reflects cultural practices and
political perspectives of land as
ancestor and elder sibling.
Häläwai Makaÿäinana: This can be
translated as “Citizens’ Meeting”;
however, it was a meeting held
for the Lähui Hawaiÿi and those
who support the Hawaiian
Kingdom; Makaÿäinana is the word
traditionally used for the people
who worked the land, growing
food and fishing, as opposed to the
aliÿi (royalty) and kähuna (priests,
masters). In the monarchy period,
it came to mean “commoner” and
also “citizen” in the context of the
nation state that was created.

RESOLUTION PROTESTING ANNEXATION
The Committee of the Lähui Aloha ‘Äina
in the Presence of
President S. B. Dole and Cabinet
This past Monday afternoon at 2 o’clock, the Committee
of 15 members arrived in the presence of President S. B.
Dole and the Cabinet of the Republic. The Committee was
welcomed to the office of the President just a few minutes
past 2 o’clock, at which time the President entered led by
Minister of Foreign Affairs Cooper. When the President
entered the office, the Committee rose and stood in
accordance with the manners of conduct of this enlightened
era, and when President Dole took his seat, President Kaulia
of the Hui Aloha ÿÄina, and also Chair of the Committee,
rose and introduced the Committee. He stated,
Mr. President and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Hawaiÿi, allow me to introduce myself and
the Gentlemen sitting before you. They are the Committee
of 15 who were selected by the Häläwai Makaÿäinana of
Hawaiÿi’s own lähui, which was held this past Monday, to
carry the Resolution the assembly approved unanimously
which protests the annexation of Hawaiÿi to America (the
President nodded).
In order to fulfill the task that the Lähui has given us,
allow me to read the Resolution (the President nodded),
the heading of which is directed to the President and the
Cabinet of the Republic of Hawaiÿi.
The President responded asking that they delay the
reading for a short time until the other members of the
Cabinet arrived. Minister Cooper was sent to fetch the
cabinet members, and with great speed they were found,
Ministers King and Damon entered, and the President
indicated that the majority of the Cabinet had arrived, and
so the Resolution was read in Hawaiian as follows:
“To Sanford B. Dole, President; Henry Cooper, Minister
of Foreign Affairs; James A. King, Minister of the Interior;
Samuel M. Damon, Minister of Finance; and William O.
Smith, Attorney General of the Republic of Hawaiÿi.

From the newspaper
Ke Aloha Aina, Saturday,
September 11, 1897, page 3.

Kuhina Nui: Usually translated
as “Prime Minister” or “Premier,”
both positions which do not exist
in the U.S. Government system;
probably referring to the Chair of
the U.S. Senate here.
Ponoÿï: translates as “one’s own”
and when used in conjunction with
“lähui Hawaiÿi” it reinforces the
idea that the Lähui Hawaiÿi should
have control over their own ÿäina.

Greetings—:
WHEREAS. There has been submitted to the Senate of
the United States of America by the President of the United
States of America and the Kuhina Nui of that Nation a
treaty for the annexing of Hawaiÿi with the United States of
America and it has been submitted for consideration of the
Senate in its legislative session this December.
AND WHEREAS. A proclamation has been issued by
S. B. Dole, President of the Republic of Hawaiÿi, calling all
of the members of the Senate of the Republic of Hawaiÿi to
gather in the Executive Building for a Special Session on the
8th day of this month, to consider the question of ratifying
the Treaty of Annexation that is being considered for
Hawaiÿi and the United States.
AND WHEREAS. The lähui Hawaiÿi pono’ï and the
majority of the people of this archipelago are in complete
opposition to the annexing of Hawaiÿi to the United States.
AND WHEREAS ALSO. The Lähui Hawaiÿi and the
majority of the people of this archipelago are absolutely
determined in their opinion that this archipelago of islands
should stand independently and indeed as an Independent
Nation under the protection of its own laws, therefore;
LET IT BE RESOLVED. We, the people gathered at
the häläwai makaÿäinana that was held on the 6th day of
September, A.D. 1897, in the city of Honolulu, Island of
Oÿahu, Archipelago of Hawaiÿi, for ourselves and for the
Lähui Kanaka Hawaiÿi, and the majority of the people living
in this Archipelago, we are firmly opposed in every manner
to the annexing of Hawaiÿi to the United States.
“JAMES K. KAULIA, CHAIRMAN
“DAVID KALAUOKALANI,
“J. K. KAUNAMANO,
“EDWARD E. LILIKALANI,
“ABE. K. PALEKALUHI,
“ENOCH JOHNSON,
“JOHN P. KUOHA,
“W. C. POLIKAPA,
“J. KANUI,
“F. S. KEIKI,
“J. MAHIAI KANEAKUA,
“DAVID LOKANA KEKU,
“J. P. KAHAHAWAI,
“J. W. HOLOUA,
“S. H.. MEEKAPU,
		
“By the Committee.
“Honolulu, Sept. 6, 1897.

President Dole stood
and President Kaulia
placed the Resolution in
the palm of the President’s
hand, and the President
answered Mahalo, then
President Dole responded,
stating,
I am very regretful
that I did not receive
your Petition previously,
because I have called the
Senate for this Purpose
and they are going
to gather tomorrow,
therefore, I do not have
sufficient time to consider
this, but, I am going to
try to the best of my
ability to submit this for
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the consideration of the
Attorney General W.O. Smith
Senate. The Independence
of our ÿäina is an
important issue for all of us, if the lähui can support the
Independence of our ÿäina with unity (or unanimously),
which is something that will bring all of us joy.
The important task of guarding the pono of the
Government and the Lähui has fallen upon us, and it is as
if we are standing in a very high position looking at what
is pono for the lähui and the Government. I, along with
the Cabinet, believe that this [annexation] is something that
is pono, but it is indeed something to be considered and
decided by all of us, the people who have responsibility for
the ÿäina, however, let us wait for the conclusion that will
soon be reached.
There are many important questions about the
Government at the present time, and therefore the
Government is considering what course of action to take.
I will submit my response to the Resolution of the lähui,
in written form by way of Mr. Kaulia, the Chair of the
Committee.
At the end of these introductory remarks of the
President to the Committee, at that time Attorney General
W. O. Smith entered with a nod to the Gentlemen of the
Committee, and President Dole briefly explained to him
the events that had occurred just previously, and asked if
Attorney General W. O. Smith had any thoughts. He [W. O.
Smith] stated,

Dole’s response indicates that if
there is unanimous support for the
Committee’s resolution and desire
for independence, then that would
bring everyone joy. However,
this is merely rhetoric since
Dole knows it is not unanimous
because he himself, along with his
Cabinet, and many of the foreigndominated Senate want annexation
for their own economic gains.
ÿÄina: land and ancestor, as
described above.
Pono: righteousness, balance,
harmony, success; a status sought
by the aliÿi of Hawaiÿi wherein
the people and their ÿäina found a
balance that ensured the health and
livelihood of both.
Mäkou: translates as “us” and
“we” but is a form that excludes
those being spoken to; in this
case indicating that this task is
the responsibility of Dole, the
Ministers, and the Senate, not the
Committee, the Hui Aloha ÿÄina,
or the Lähui Hawaiÿi.

Queen Lili‘uokalani at Washington Place

Makaÿäinana: Smith uses the
term makaÿäinana to indicate that
all of them have an equal status
as citizens.
Pono: In this reference to pono,
Smith uses the term to indicate
that there can be multiple forms of
pono. Today, we can see the results
of the pono sought by Dole and
his Cabinet, where many of their
descendants continue to benefit
financially from their actions, while
many descendants of the Lähui
Hawaiÿi lack the same financial
successes in terms of land and
other resources.
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We are all makaÿäinana and this is something we must
all consider similarly, and it is as if we are above in an area
high above where the view of what will create pono for the
lähui and the Government is clear, however, our thoughts
differ, [so] let us wait for the conclusion, perhaps ours is the
pono, or perhaps yours.
Minister Damon was invited [to speak] and he stated:
It has been longer than four years that this question [of
annexation] has been considered, and this is an important
question, giving ourselves to outsiders, but I do not think it
is pono for outsiders to come into our ÿäina, however, it is
our responsibility to consider giving ourselves to outsiders,
because outsiders are examining us. Therefore, let us think
about the pono of giving ourselves to outsiders before they
come in [and take us].
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President and the Ministers that they will fully
consider the request and will respond, and so
the audience was adjourned with a pleasant
quality.
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responsibilities, the Committee was adjourned.
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“It was the duty of the guards to
search whatever was sent to me
before it was delivered into my
hands. . . . I used to find great comfort
in the bits of newspaper that were
wrapped around my bouquets
which were brought to me from my
own garden at Uluhaimalama. . . .
Flowers from home I unwrapped
myself, so as to be sure to save
these bits of news which I sought
opportunity at intervals to read.”
Queen Lili‘uokalani, on her
imprisonment in ‘Iolani Palace
Hawai‘i’s Story
by Hawai‘i’s Queen pp. 290 - 91
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